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Morning Worship ~ August 16, 2020 
 

As you enter the Zoom meeting, you’re invited to enjoy the music playing in the background and visit with one 

another while we wait to begin. If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your 

microphone. As long as you can hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in worship. 

 

Please note that if you are able to join us on video but not print up the liturgy, the liturgy will now be shared on 

the Zoom screen as we worship! 

Worship on Zoom Continues: for the safety and well-being of the Fair Street Community, we are going to 
continue to worship on Zoom for the remainder of the summer. It is our hope that we will be able to begin 
offering in-person worship once again on Gathering Sunday, September 13. You’ll want to stay tuned for more 
details as we get closer to that time frame.  
 
Next informal, in-person prayer gathering: (Masks and social distancing required) August 5, 6-6:30pm 

 

*Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly for updates and announcements for the week! 

 

 

 

*For prayer requests, joys and concerns please email pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, or you can 

text her on her cell phone. You will also be able to send them in the chat conversation that will be to the right 

of the video screen on Sunday.   

  

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK ALONG WITH WEEKLY ZOOM GATHERING 

OPPORTUNITIES AND INSTRUCTIONS ARE POSTED ON THE WEBSITE MEDIA PAGE AND WILL ALSO BE EMAILED 

OUT ON MONDAY. 
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Morning Worship ~ August 16, 2020 
 

God Gathers the Church 

GATHERING AND WELCOME       
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
                       

Come to rejoice together; God is present with us. 
Sing praises to God, all you faithful ones. 

 We are restored to life morning after morning. 
 We will extol our God, who lifts us up. 

Come to be washed and cleansed, forgiven and freed. 
Renew your commitment to the One who calls us. 

 We have come to listen for God’s word to us. 
 We will give thanks to God’s holy name. 

Come to enter the race for an imperishable goal. 
Proclaim the joy of serving in God’s name. 

 We are here to find where God will send us. 
 We are ready to serve in Christ’s name.  

             
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

         
CALL TO AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
 

Where are you, God? We confess that we have ignored you for so long that we feel out of 
touch. When we have a sudden need, it feels as if you are hiding from us. On those days 
when it seems we are down in a pit, and there is no way out, we do not dare to trust that 
you are there. Instead, we look for help in the wrong places and pursue our own ideas of 
what is best for us. Forgive us, O God, and teach us healthy self-control and responsiveness 
to your will. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING                                 Philippians 4:4-9 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 

The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, 

beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever 

is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy 
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of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 

received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

God’s Word Is Proclaimed 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE FOR TODAY: Psalm 55                                 

Give ear to my prayer, O God; 

    do not hide yourself from my supplication. 

Attend to me, and answer me; 

    I am troubled in my complaint. 

I am distraught by the noise of the enemy, 

    because of the clamor of the wicked. 

For they bring trouble upon me, 

    and in anger they cherish enmity against me. 
 My heart is in anguish within me, 

    the terrors of death have fallen upon me. 

 Fear and trembling come upon me, 

    and horror overwhelms me. 

 And I say, “O that I had wings like a dove! 

    I would fly away and be at rest; 

 truly, I would flee far away; 

    I would lodge in the wilderness; Selah 
 I would hurry to find a shelter for myself 

    from the raging wind and tempest.” 

Confuse, O Lord, confound their speech; 

    for I see violence and strife in the city. 
 Day and night they go around it 

    on its walls, 

and iniquity and trouble are within it; 
 
    ruin is in its midst; 

oppression and fraud 

    do not depart from its marketplace. 
 It is not enemies who taunt me— 

    I could bear that; 

it is not adversaries who deal insolently with me— 

    I could hide from them. 
 But it is you, my equal, 

    my companion, my familiar friend, 
 with whom I kept pleasant company; 

    we walked in the house of God with the throng. 
 Let death come upon them; 
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    let them go down alive to Sheol; 

    for evil is in their homes and in their hearts. 
 But I call upon God, 

    and the LORD will save me. 
 Evening and morning and at noon 

    I utter my complaint and moan, 

    and he will hear my voice. 
 He will redeem me unharmed 

    from the battle that I wage, 

    for many are arrayed against me. 
 God, who is enthroned from of old, Selah 

    will hear, and will humble them— 

because they do not change, 

    and do not fear God. 
 My companion laid hands on a friend 

    and violated a covenant with me[b] 
 with speech smoother than butter, 

    but with a heart set on war; 

with words that were softer than oil, 

    but in fact were drawn swords. 
 Cast your burden on the LORD, 

    and he will sustain you; 

he will never permit 

    the righteous to be moved. 
 But you, O God, will cast them down 

    into the lowest pit; 

the bloodthirsty and treacherous 

    shall not live out half their days. 

But I will trust in you. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON:                                       Rev. Kendra VanHouten   

The Church Responds to God 

THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE WITH OUR GIFTS: While the social distancing makes it a 

challenge to worship in person, and serve alongside one another, ministry is still happening. We ask 

that you consider either mailing in your offering contribution or setting it on online on our secure 

website: https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/, and click on the support us page. Your offering 

supports the work and ministry of the church as we continue to seek for ways in which we can love 

our neighbor, with no exceptions, even from a distance.   

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*        
 
BENEDICTION  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2055&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14753b
https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/
https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/?page_id=212

