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Morning Worship ~ July 26, 2020 
 

As you enter the Zoom meeting, you’re invited to enjoy the music playing in the background and visit with one 

another while we wait to begin. If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your 

microphone. As long as you can hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in worship. 

 

Please note that if you are able to join us on video but not print up the liturgy, the liturgy will now be shared on 

the Zoom screen as we worship! 

Worship on Zoom Continues: for the safety and well-being of the Fair Street Community, we are going to 
continue to worship on Zoom for the remainder of the summer. It is our hope that we will be able to begin 
offering in-person worship once again on Gathering Sunday, September 13. You’ll want to stay tuned for more 
details as we get closer to that time frame.  
 
Next informal, in-person prayer gathering: (Masks and social distancing required) August 5, 6-6:30pm 

 

*Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly for updates and announcements for the week! 

 

*Next Week, August 2 we will celebrate communion together. As we come together for worship on Sunday, we will once 

again gather around the Table for communion in a socially distant and safe way, in hopes that this will continue to allow 

us to feel connected as we share in this means of grace together. You are invited to have a cracker or small piece of 

bread and a small cup of juice or water with you.  After the sermon, I will lead us through the communion liturgy, speak 

the words of institution and we will share in a meal together. It is in the sacrament of Communion, in which we believe 

that the bread and cup are signs and symbols of the work God has already accomplished, and we will come together to 

remember this gracious gift of love.  

 

 

*For prayer requests, joys and concerns please email pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, or you can 

text her on her cell phone. You will also be able to send them in the chat conversation that will be to the right 

of the video screen on Sunday.   

  

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK ALONG WITH WEEKLY ZOOM GATHERING 

OPPORTUNITIES AND INSTRUCTIONS ARE POSTED ON THE WEBSITE MEDIA PAGE AND WILL ALSO BE EMAILED 

OUT ON MONDAY. 
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Morning Worship ~ July 26, 2020 
 

God Gathers the Church 

GATHERING AND WELCOME       
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                       

If today we hear God’s voice in our hearts, we must follow it. 
If today we hear God’s voice in our hearts, we must follow it.  
Come, everyone, let’s sing to the Lord. Let us tell the world that God has saved us. 
Let us thank him from the bottom of our hearts.  
Let us sing songs of praise to him.  
If today we hear God’s voice in our hearts, we must follow it.  
Come, let us bow down our heads and pray to God.  
Let us kneel before the God who made us. He is our God. We are his people. He loves us.  
If today we hear God’s voice in our hearts, we must follow it.  
Today if you hear the voice of God in your hearts, follow it.  
Do not grumble or argue the way the people in the desert did when everything didn’t go the 
way they expected it to.  
If today we hear God’s voice in our hearts, we must follow it.     
           

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
         

CALL TO AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Jesus, who sat at the table with outcasts and sinners, we confess that too often our words and 
actions are not consistent with our beliefs. Often we ignore the needy, show indifference to the 
lonely, and reject those who seem different from us. Forgive us, we pray. Empower us to reach out 
in love and acceptance through your name. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING                            Mathew 22:37-40  

Our Lord Jesus said: “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is 

like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the 

law and the prophets.” 
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God’s Word Is Proclaimed 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE FOR TODAY: Luke 5:17-26                     Anna McGinnis    

One day, while he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting near by (they 

had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem); and the power of the 

Lord was with him to heal. Just then some men came, carrying a paralyzed man on a bed. They 

were trying to bring him in and lay him before Jesus; but finding no way to bring him in 

because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the 

tiles into the middle of the crowd in front of Jesus.  When he saw their faith, he said, “Friend, 

your sins are forgiven you.” Then the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, “Who is this 

who is speaking blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” When Jesus perceived 

their questionings, he answered them, “Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? 

Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and walk’?  But so that 

you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the one 

who was paralyzed — “I say to you, stand up and take your bed and go to your home.” 

Immediately he stood up before them, took what he had been lying on, and went to his home, 

glorifying God.  Amazement seized all of them, and they glorified God and were filled with 

awe, saying, “We have seen strange things today.”  

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON:                                  Rev. Kendra VanHouten    

The Church Responds to God 

THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE WITH OUR GIFTS: While the social distancing makes it a 

challenge to worship in person, and serve alongside one another, ministry is still happening. We ask 

that you consider either mailing in your offering contribution or setting it on online on our secure 

website: https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/, and click on the support us page. Your offering 

supports the work and ministry of the church as we continue to seek for ways in which we can love 

our neighbor, with no exceptions, even from a distance.   

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*        
 
BENEDICTION  

https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/
https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/?page_id=212

