
Sunday Worship  
March 19, 2023 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
  

God Gathers the Church 
GATHERING MUSIC and WORDS OF WELCOME  

*CALL TO WORSHIP     
God calls us from the valley of dry bones. 
Come, listen for a word from God. 
We hear God calling us in a far distant voice. 
We had nearly forgotten God’s care for us. 
The Spirit breathes life into our dry bones. 
God offers hope when we have lost our way. 
Our souls wait for the refreshment God offers. 
Our spirits are filled with great expectation. 
Christ came as a light to all the world. 
Christ comes among us today to light our way. 
We hear the teacher calling for us. 
Christ unbinds us that we may see and believe.   

*OPENING HYMN: #471 “As the Deer”  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE           

CALL TO CONFESSION AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
Oh God, when we sense who you are, we know our own sin. In our murmuring and 
fault-finding, we have forgotten your mercy. With hardened hearts, we have ignored 
your needy children. We have chosen to live in desert places rather than asking for a 
drink of living water. We have hoarded your blessings and forgotten they are for us to 
share. Our wealth has impoverished us, and our certainties have made us brittle. We 
are perishing! Please save us from ourselves, we try through Christ. Amen.  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING        Matthew 22:37-40 
Our Lord Jesus said: “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a 

second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two 

commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”  

*GLORIA PATRI  

 



God’s Word Is Proclaimed 
*PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE READING  John 19:28-29 (New Testament, pg. 114)                        

This is the Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION: #284 “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”   

SERMON: “Seven Last Words of Christ: I Am Thirsty”    Rev. Kendra VanHouten  

The Church Responds to God 
THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE WITH OUR OFFERINGS  
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors) *    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

*SENDING HYMN: #261 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE  

 

*Today’s liturgy and prayer is from Fresh Winds of the Spirit, Book 2 and Taught  by Love, both by  

Lavon Bayler, and The Worship Sourcebook. 
 

 


