
Sunday Worship  
February 22, 2023  

Ash Wednesday 
 

God Gathers the Church 
WELCOME AND GREETING 

*CALL TO WORSHIP       

Behold, now is the acceptable time. 
Today is the day of God’s salvation. 
We tremble in fear and anticipation 
at the nearness of a God so great and powerful. 
Return with all your heart, 
With weeping, fasting, and mourning. 
God is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
Be reconciled to God, through Christ Jesus, 
And receive a new and right spirit within. 
We will fast and pray as an inner discipline, 
preparing ourselves for faithful discipleship. 

*OPENING HYMN: #260 “The Old Rugged Cross”        

CALL TO CONFESSION AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

We come to you, O God, an unfaithful people. We have sinned against you and done 
much that is evil in your sight. The shadows of sin dominate us, and our secret faults 
separate us from the light and knowledge of your presence. Have mercy on us, blot 
out our transgressions, forgive our iniquity, and remember our sin no more. Purge us 
and we will be clean, wash us and we will be purer than newfallen snow. Grant us, O 
God, a new and right Spirit. Amen.  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

God’s Word Is Proclaimed 
*PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE READING  Luke 23:32-38 (New Testament, pg. 89)                                   

This is the Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

     Reflection:  Seven Last Words of Christ: “Father, Forgive Them” Rev. Kendra VanHouten 

 

 



The Church Responds to God 
RECEIVING THE ASHES AND COMMUNION 

At this time, you are invited to come forward to receive ashes. Please take this time to 
silent reflect, pray, and spend time in quiet worship. After receiving ashes, you are 
welcome to receive communion, by taking from the table, a piece of the bread, and cup. 
(Bread and cup are broken and poured from one loaf and one cup and safely 
distributed.) 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

*SENDING HYMN: #422 “Amazing Grace!”   

BENEDICTION to send us into this Lenten Journey 

 

*Today’s liturgy and prayer is from Whispers of God by Lavon Bayler. 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


