
 

 

Sunday Worship  
May 15, 2022 

Christ is Risen! 
Christ is Risen indeed! 

 

God Gathers the Church 

GATHERING MUSIC & WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP      
Jesus came to hometown Nazareth; his teaching astounded everyone. 
But doubts arose, and his neighbors said: 
"He claims to be more than we know him to be."  And they took offense. 
Jesus moved from Nazareth to the world, empowering his own. 
He taught them that faith can weather life's storms. 
May we jump out of the boat.  May we journey from fear to water walking courage. 

*OPENING HYMN: #84 “O God Our Help in Ages Past” 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE     

CALL TO CONFESSION AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Lord, too often we allow fear to dictate our actions.  Forgive us.  Help us to rely on 
your validation when times get tough.  May we understand, as the apostle Paul 
writes, that we are more than conquerors because of your love for us.  May we 
venture out in faith, responding to your call.  Amen. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING                 Colossians 3:1-4 
Since you have been raised up to be with Christ, you must look for the things that are 
above, where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. Let your thoughts be on things 
above, not on things that are on the earth, because you have died, and now the life 
you have is hidden with Christ in God. But when Christ is revealed—and he is your 
life— you, too, will be revealed with him in glory.  

GLORIA PATRI 

God’s Word Is Proclaimed 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 14:22-33 (New Testament, pg. 16)  

This is the Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

SERMON    “Water Walking”      Rev. Dr. Bob Gram 
          



HYMN: #405 “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”  

The Church Responds to God 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors) *        

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.                          

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE    

 

We are grateful that you are joining us  

for worship! 

 

Last Sunday’s flowers were provided in loving memory of Lester 
McPherson, given by his daughters, Beverly and Bessie. The flowers 
were shared with a friend of Ann Kalmbach’s who is experiencing 
health issues. 

This Sunday's flowers are in honor and memory of all mothers on 
Mother’s Day, by Audrey Kithcart. 

Bible Study will resume Wednesday, June 15. 

 

In Our Prayers  
Friends with cancer: Linda Brown's brothers, Steve, Mark, 
and Joey Newkirk; Larry; Nancy Chesterton; Tony DiPietro; 
Elissa Hillard; John Jacobs; Kim Kuiper;  

Nathaniel Leach; Lewis Martin; Debbie Schaffer; Jackie Polisar; Eric McCord; Nancy 
Kaiser 
 
Prayers of Sympathy: Pray for the family and friends of Tramayne Holmes who was 
killed in an automobile accident last week; for the Stone family as John passed away on 
April 20 
 
General Prayers: Tony DiPietro who is now home; Hank Buser who has Covid but is 
home from the hospital; prayers for Caydence, a one-and-a-half-year-old from 
Kingston, in Albany Med, who has been recently diagnosed with a neuroblastoma 
which is also in Caydence’s bone marrow, prayers for mom, Jayda, and Caydence as 
they wait to learn more about treatments and then receive treatments; Lynda A. who 

To let us know you’re here! 

To make an online contribution! 

To text Pastor Kendra a prayer                     
request! 



fell and twisted her knee; Jon B. who fell but is ok, just waiting for a neurologist 
appointment; Ada Husby; Tim Johnson; Jurnee Brown; Barbara Bender; Nancy Kaiser  
 
World Prayers: For the people of Ukraine: as the fighting continues, pray for peace, 
pray for the safety of those seeking shelter, fighting, and the ones who are traveling to 
neighboring countries to seek refuge. For Afghanistan, while many people fled the 
country, many of them left behind family. Pray for the refugees seeking to resettle and 
for their families back in Afghanistan. 
 
Friends in the Military: Tim Clark; Connor Stark; Devin Canonico 
 
Our Partners in Mission: Shelvis, Nancy, Jordan, Adalyn & Nicole Smith-Mather in Sudan; the 
Bode Family in Oman; JJ TenClay 
 

Announcements for Sunday, May 15 

Update from Safe Church Ministry Team: Masks Up 
The Safe Church Team met last Thursday and shares the following update: After lengthy 
discussion, and with the rolling positivity rate in Ulster County well above our 6% mark, we are 
returning to MASKS UP ALL THE TIME mode. This holds for volunteers at the Fairly New Thrift 
Shop, as well as the Church Building. The Nursery School has already been in masks up mode 
for two weeks. While we know, and share in, the collective sigh of exhaustion from the past 26 
months, we also know that this step is necessary to maintain a level of safety for all who walk 
through our doors. Rest assured, the Safe Church Team will continue to meet regularly, as they 
have since the beginning of the pandemic, and will share updates as they are made. Once 
again, we thank you for your continued support and cooperation as we navigate our way 
forward. 
 

Pastor Kendra’s Sabbatical Update: 
Kendra begins her three-week sabbatical this Thursday! She will be completely unplugged and 
taking some for rest and renewal for three weeks! You can read more about her planned time 
away on her blog page on the church website. Pastor Kendra will return in time to celebrate 
Pentecost on June 5, and return in the office on Monday, June 6. Should you have a pastoral 
emergency, please contact the church office or your Senior Elders, Elaine Martin and Peggy 
Ploss. Join us for worship over the next three weeks as we look forward to welcoming       
Rev. Dr. Bob Gram (5/15), Rev. Wesley Joseph (5/22), and the Consistory-led worship on   
May 29! 

 

Seeking Support! 
Barbara Bender is now home! In making the transition, she and her son Phillip are looking for 
some friends who can visit for a couple of hours a day and accompany Barbara as she regains 



her strength and her routine. If you can help, please email Philip at 
pjbendertymon@gmail.com. 

 

Another way to support Barbara: We are looking for a few folks who might be able to help 
lighten the load for Barbara for meal preparation by providing a ONE serving portion meal. 
Barbara assures us she's not picky and would be grateful for any meals, just asks that they be 
individual serving sizes. If you are able and willing to offer a meal for Barbara, please let Cathy 
H. or Philip know. 

 

May Mission of the Month: 
Did you know that the most needed items by school social workers and nurses are children’s 
socks and underwear? This is why we are inviting you to help support the social workers and 
nurses at Kennedy Elementary School by bringing in your gift of NEW children’s-size socks 
and underwear!  
  
Throughout the month of May, there will be a box in the narthex for you to bring in these two 
items. At the end of the month, the Missions Team will add to the items and match the gifts 
(up to $250 total) and then deliver the items to the nurse at Kennedy Elementary. 
  
We thank you in advance for your care and support of the children in the Kingston schools! 
  
Last Month’s Update: We were able to send $1,400 to Frontier Horizons to support their work 
and efforts in caring for the orphans in Ukraine who are needing additional support during the 
war! Thank you for your generosity and support! 
 

Special Dates for Christian Education 
Sunday, May 22nd - Rehearsal for Children's Service 
Sunday, May 29th - No Children & Worship, Memorial Day weekend 
Sunday, June 5th - Rehearsal for Children's Service, during and after 
church 
Sunday, June 12th - Children's Service today! (Rehearsal starting @ 
8:45am, last Children & Worship for the summer)  
Vacation Bible School: July 18-22  ❖ 
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VBS 2022 

"Small but Mighty" 
July 18-22, 2022. 9:30-11:30am 

Dear Friends,  
We are gearing up for the summer and excited to share that Vacation Bible School is set for 
July 18-22!!! We had so much fun outdoors last year, we’re doing it again! 

 
Each day from 9:30-11:30am we will gather outdoors to look and learn how 
people and all of creation that the world might declare small and insignificant, 
and how God works to use each one for mighty opportunities to bless and 
encourage the world around them! 
  

In our planning, we are taking every safety precaution necessary to ensure that the week is fun 
and safe! As the region moves through the summer, we will continue to monitor and share any 
safety updates as we get closer to the week itself. In the meantime, don’t delay and register 
your child today for VBS! (We are hoping we don’t have to limit enrollment.) 
  
More information is on its way, but we wanted to get the registration link out to you today!  
Click on the link below to register your child: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScu43dH32j3tew91P-
JfxHj24gdU0u6MS1BThKpTQDsKCcTjQ/viewform?usp=sf_link 
  
Please let me know if you have any questions!  
  
Grace and Peace, 
 
 Rev. Kendra VanHouten 
Fair Street Reformed Church 

 

Chancel Guild Flowers: 
Altar flowers have been resumed! If you would like to request a Sunday for a flower dedication, 
please call or email the office. 
 
The following Sundays are available: June 5; July: 3, 10, 17, 24; August 28; September 4, 25; 
October: 2, 9, 16, 23; November 27 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScu43dH32j3tew91P-JfxHj24gdU0u6MS1BThKpTQDsKCcTjQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScu43dH32j3tew91P-JfxHj24gdU0u6MS1BThKpTQDsKCcTjQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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209 FAIR ST, KINGSTON, NY 12401(845) 338-7722 

FSCHURCH1@GMAIL.COM •  WWW.FAIRSTREETREFORMEDCHURCH.ORG  

THIS WEEK    

SUNDAY 5/15 10:00am  Worship/CAW 

THURSDAY 5/19 6:30pm  FSNS Meeting 

NEXT WEEK    

SUNDAY 5/22 10:00am  Worship/CAW 

THURSDAY 5/26 1:00pn  Safe Church Ministry Meeting 

http://www.fairstreetreformedchurch.org/

