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Fair Street Reformed Church 
Morning Worship ~ February 27, 2022 

 

“I've Been Meaning to Ask… 
Where Do We Go From Here?” 

 
God Gathers the Church 

 
GATHERING AND WELCOME    

CALL TO WORSHIP                         

If you come into this place with the hope of growing deeper,  
with the hope of connecting, with the hope of glimpsing God, 
and if all of those things take place, and your spirit is moved,  
and you swear God is near, and you feel more than lucky for the gift of faith, 
and then the service comes to an end, and it’s time for you to leave,  
and you ask yourself, 
“Where do we go from here?”  
Then I would say to you, “Go out into the world 
to love and to share and to learn, but come back soon, 
because this is the beginning. This is only the beginning.  
So come on in. Fill your cup here. Be present here. God is here.” 
Let us worship Holy God. 

 

HYMN  #544 “The Church’s One Foundation” vs . 1, 4, 5 

Verse 1 
The Church's one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord 
She is His new creation 
By water and the Word 
From heav'n He came and sought her 
To be His holy bride 
With His own blood He bought her 
And for her life He died 
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Verse 4 
'Mid toil and tribulation 
And tumult of her war 
She waits the consummation 
Of peace forevermore 
Till with the vision glorious 
Her longing eyes are blest 
And the great Church victorious 
Shall be the Church at rest 
 

Verse 5 
Though with a scornful wonder 
Men see her sore oppressed 
By schisms rent asunder 
By heresies distressed 
Yet saints their watch are keeping 
Their cry goes up how long 
And soon the night of weeping 
Shall be the morn of song
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

CALL TO AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy God, we are naturals when it comes to stalling out. We reach a certain point in 
the relationship, in the conversation, in our faith, and then we stall. We buy property 
on the top of the plateau and build a house there, destined to never dig deeper or 
climb higher. Forgive us for giving up on the things that matter. Forgive us for 
confusing the plateau with the mountain top. Forgive us for taking the easy way out 
instead of doing the hard work of curiosity, relationship-building, vulnerability, and 
connection. Inspire us to see new paths for where we can go from here. With hope 
and honesty, we pray, Amen.       

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING             Philippians 2:1-4 

“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing 
in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.” 

GLORIA PATRI 

 
God’s Word Is Proclaimed 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    
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SCRIPTURE                      Ruth 1:1-22 

1 In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of Bethlehem 

in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. 2 The name of the man 

was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and 

Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and 

remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two 

sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. 

When they had lived there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman 

was left without her two sons and her husband. 

6 Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she had heard in 

the country of Moab that the LORD had considered his people and given them food. 7 So she set out 

from the place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their 

way to go back to the land of Judah. 8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of 

you to your mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and 

with me. 9 The LORD grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of your husband.” Then 

she kissed them, and they wept aloud. 10 They said to her, “No, we will return with you to your 

people.” 11 But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in 

my womb that they may become your husbands? 12 Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am 

too old to have a husband. Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband 

tonight and bear sons, 13 would you then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from 

marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for you, because the hand of 

the LORD has turned against me.” 14 Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but 

Ruth clung to her. 

15 So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your 

sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, 

“Do not press me to leave you 

    or to turn back from following you! 

Where you go, I will go; 

    where you lodge, I will lodge; 

your people shall be my people, 

    and your God my God. 
17 Where you die, I will die— 

    there will I be buried. 

May the LORD do thus and so to me, 

    and more as well, 

if even death parts me from you!” 

18 When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her. 
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19 So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they came to Bethlehem, the 

whole town was stirred because of them; and the women said, “Is this Naomi?” 20 She said to them, 

“Call me no longer Naomi,[a] 

    call me Mara,[b] 

    for the Almighty[c] has dealt bitterly with me. 
21 I went away full, 

    but the LORD has brought me back empty; 

why call me Naomi 

    when the LORD has dealt harshly with[d] me, 

    and the Almighty[e] has brought calamity upon me?” 

22 So Naomi returned together with Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, who came back with her 

from the country of Moab. They came to Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. 

 
           Acts 10 

In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian Cohort, as it was called. 2 He 

was a devout man who feared God with all his household; he gave alms generously to the people and 

prayed constantly to God. 3 One afternoon at about three o’clock he had a vision in which he clearly 

saw an angel of God coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius.” 4 He stared at him in terror and said, 

“What is it, Lord?” He answered, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before 

God. 5 Now send men to Joppa for a certain Simon who is called Peter; 6 he is lodging with Simon, a 

tanner, whose house is by the seaside.” 7 When the angel who spoke to him had left, he called two of 

his slaves and a devout soldier from the ranks of those who served him, 8 and after telling them 

everything, he sent them to Joppa. 

9 About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on 

the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat; and while it was being prepared, 

he fell into a trance. 11 He saw the heaven opened and something like a large sheet coming down, 

being lowered to the ground by its four corners. 12 In it were all kinds of four-footed creatures and 

reptiles and birds of the air. 13 Then he heard a voice saying, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter 

said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.” 15 The voice said 

to him again, a second time, “What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” 16 This happened 

three times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven. 

17 Now while Peter was greatly puzzled about what to make of the vision that he had seen, suddenly 

the men sent by Cornelius appeared. They were asking for Simon’s house and were standing by the 

gate. 18 They called out to ask whether Simon, who was called Peter, was staying there. 19 While Peter 

was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Look, three[a] men are searching for 

you. 20 Now get up, go down, and go with them without hesitation; for I have sent them.” 21 So Peter 

went down to the men and said, “I am the one you are looking for; what is the reason for your 

coming?” 22 They answered, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth%201:1-22,%202:19-22,%203:1-4,%204:13-22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7148a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth%201:1-22,%202:19-22,%203:1-4,%204:13-22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7148b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth%201:1-22,%202:19-22,%203:1-4,%204:13-22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7148c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth%201:1-22,%202:19-22,%203:1-4,%204:13-22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7149d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth%201:1-22,%202:19-22,%203:1-4,%204:13-22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7149e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27267a
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spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his 

house and to hear what you have to say.” 23 So Peter[b] invited them in and gave them lodging. 

The next day he got up and went with them, and some of the believers[c] from Joppa accompanied 

him. 24 The following day they came to Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called 

together his relatives and close friends. 25 On Peter’s arrival Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet, 

worshiped him. 26 But Peter made him get up, saying, “Stand up; I am only a mortal.” 27 And as he 

talked with him, he went in and found that many had assembled; 28 and he said to them, “You 

yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has shown 

me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came without 

objection. Now may I ask why you sent for me?” 

30 Cornelius replied, “Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock, I was praying in my house when 

suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood before me. 31 He said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been 

heard and your alms have been remembered before God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and ask for 

Simon, who is called Peter; he is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.’ 33 Therefore I sent 

for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. So now all of us are here in the 

presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has commanded you to say.” 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every 

nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he 

sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all 

who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in 

Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the 

third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 

witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 

dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 

sins through his name.” 

44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45 The circumcised 

believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured 

out even on the Gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 

said, 47 “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit 

just as we have?” 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited 

him to stay for several days.     

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON  “I’ve Been Meaning to Ask…Where Do We Go From Here?”                    

Rev. Kendra VanHouten               

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27271b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27271c
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HYMN  #61 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” vs. 1-4 

Verse 1 

There's a wideness in God's mercy 
Like the wideness of the sea 
There's a kindness in His justice 
Which is more than liberty 

Verse 2 

There is welcome for the sinner 
And more graces for the good 
There is mercy with the Saviour 
There is healing in His blood 

Verse 3 

For the love of God is broader 
Than the measure of our mind 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind 

Verse 4 

If our love were but more simple 
We should take Him at His word 
And our lives would be illuminated 
By the presence of our Lord
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The Church Responds to God 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*        

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.                          

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 

 

 
Please note:  

• If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your microphone. If you can 

hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in worship. 

• For prayer requests, joys, and concerns please send to Pastor Kendra by email 

pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, text on her cell phone, or send a message on the 

chat portion in Zoom. 

• Following worship, remain online, unmute yourself and join us for a few minutes of virtual 

coffee hour! 

• Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly from Tuesday, January 22 for recent updates and 

announcements! 
 

* Portions of today’s liturgy are by Rev. Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

mailto:pastorkendra1@gmail.com
https://us1.campaign-archive.com/?u=476dfb71c46d3a8baa5e57813&id=b447b8f013
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Flashlight 
I wish I could draw you a map 

of the next steps— 

the next conversation, 

the next brave truth, 

the next fumble, 

the next apology. 

Wouldn’t it be nice to know 

what’s coming? 

Wouldn’t it be nice to 

prepare our hearts? 

 

But I don’t know where to go from 

here. 

I am a child with a flashlight— 

deeply hopeful and a little nervous, 

all at the very same time. 

 

What I do know is I don’t want to go 

anywhere without you. 

So I’m hoping that you will 

take my hand. 

See this truth. 

Trust my voice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look for the good. 

And day by day, 

we can go from here, 

because we were never meant 

to go alone. 

 

And maybe we’ll get lost; 

but then again, 

maybe we’ll be found. 

So if you’re willing, 

if you’ll just say yes, 

I will let you hold the flashlight. 

We can find our way, 

step by step, 

light in hand, 

abolishing shadows 

together. 

 

Who needs a map 

when you have 

the light, anyway? 

 

 

*written by: rev. sarah are | sanctifiedart.org 
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