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“I've Been Meaning to Ask…What Do You 
Need?” 

 
 

God Gathers the Church 
 
GATHERING AND WELCOME    

CALL TO WORSHIP                         

Family of faith, this must be the place.  
This is the place for connection and growth,  
for community and hope.  
This must be the place for questions like, 
“Where are you from?” and, “What do you need?” 
For whispers of: “I’ve been thinking of you,”  
and, “I’ve been meaning to ask. . .”  
This must be the place, because all belong here.  
All are welcome here.  
All hurt and joy, needs and prayers,  
dreams and love, are welcome here.  
God is near. Let us worship Holy God. 

HYMN  #649  “Gather Us In” vs. 1, 2 

Verse 1 
Here in this place, the new light is streaming,  
shadows of doubt are vanished away:  
See in this space our fears and our dreamings   
brought here to you in the light of this day.   
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,  
gather us in, our spirits inflame.  
Call to us now and we shall awaken,  
we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
Verse 2 
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We are the young, our lives are a mystery; 
we are the old, who yearn for your face, 
we have been sung throughout all of history, 
called to be light to the whole human race. 

 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty; 
gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song.    CCLI License # 2802767   

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

CALL TO AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God,  
sometimes life feels like cooking with flour—  
it looks like it should be easy, but we always make a mess.  
This is particularly true when it comes to our relationships. 
We so desperately long to say the right thing,  
to be the right thing, to find the right solution, 
that we overstep the line.  
Forgive us for assuming the place you fill.  
Forgive us for imagining that we, in all our humanity,  
could possibly fix all the hurt in this world.  
Instead, give us the grace and the strength to stand by our loved ones in their 
moments of need to  
witness their hurt without trying to fix it.  
You are God. We are not. Teach us how to be a friend.  
Teach us how to ask, “What do you need?”  
Teach us how to point to you.  
Gratefully we pray. Amen.  
     

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING             Philippians 2:1-4 

“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing 
in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.” 

 
GLORIA PATRI 
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God’s Word Is Proclaimed 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE                      Job 2:11-13  
 Now when Job’s three friends heard of all these troubles that had come upon him, each of them set 

out from his home—Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. They met 

together to go and console and comfort him. 12 When they saw him from a distance, they did not 

recognize him, and they raised their voices and wept aloud; they tore their robes and threw dust in 

the air upon their heads. 13 They sat with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, and no one 

spoke a word to him, for they saw that his suffering was very great. 
2 Timothy 4:9-18 

Do your best to come to me soon, 10 for Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and 

gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Get 

Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful in my ministry. 12 I have sent Tychicus to 

Ephesus. 13 When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above 

all the parchments. 14 Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will pay him back for 

his deeds. 15 You also must beware of him, for he strongly opposed our message. 

16 At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted against 

them! 17 But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be 

fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord 

will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

    This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON  “I’ve Been Meaning to Ask…What Do You Need?”                   Rev. Kendra VanHouten 
                          

HYMN  #587 “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”  

Verse 1 
Make me a channel of your peace 
Where there is hatred let me bring your love 
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord 
And where there's doubt, true faith in you 

Chorus 
Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand 
To be loved as to love with all my soul 
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Verse 2 
Make me a channel of your peace 
Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope 
Where there is darkness, only light 
And where there's sadness, ever joy 

Verse 3 
Make me a channel of your peace 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned 
In giving to all men that we receive 
And in dying that we're born to eternal life    CCLI License # 2802767  

The Church Responds to God 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*        

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.                          

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 
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Please note:  

• If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your microphone. If you can 

hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in worship. 

• For prayer requests, joys, and concerns please send to Pastor Kendra by email 

pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, text on her cell phone, or send a message on the 

chat portion in Zoom. 

• Following worship, remain online, unmute yourself and join us for a few minutes of virtual 

coffee hour! 

• Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly from Monday, January 14 for recent updates and 

announcements! 
• * Portions of today’s liturgy are by Rev. Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

Here if You Need 

I got the call and almost 
rushed right over. I wanted to hold your hand and 

tell you it would be okay. 
I wanted to start a meal train. 

I wanted to bring casseroles and flowers 
and hope of better days. 

I wanted to take my heart 
out of my chest 

and put it in yours 
so that the ache might fade. 
I wanted to speak, and fight, 

with the person in charge. 
I wanted to get justice, 

I wanted to make it fair. 
I wanted to start a campaign. 

I wanted to rewind time, 
to easy, better days. 

There is so much that I want to do, 
but it’s not about me. 

It’s about you. 
So tell me— what do you need? 

I am here. 
I am listening. 

 
*prayer by Rev. Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
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