
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2021   

Fair Street Reformed Church 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service ~ December 24, 2021 

 

God Gathers the Church 
GATHERING AND WELCOME 

An arrangement of music during the prelude 

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” & “Oh Holy Night”     

SCRIPTURE 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:  #189 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”  

Angels from the realms of glory 
Wing your flight o'er all the earth 
Ye who sang creation's story 
Now proclaim Messiah's birth 

Come and worship come and worship 
Worship Christ the newborn King 

CALL TO WORSHIP  & LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  

Led by Katrina, Troy, and Nolan Lukazsewski 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.* 
Jesus Christ is our life and light in his name and in his power,  
let us worship God! 
 
Traveling through Advent, we have been lighting a candle each week to remind 
us of all that comes in this season! In a time when our lives, and our world, seem 
filled with chaos and brokenness swirling around us – we long to be reminded 
that we are not alone, that God is with us. 
 
Lighting the candle of hope reminds us that even in the storm and chaos of life, 
when things are overwhelming, we can hope for better days ahead, because 
Emmanuel, God with us. 
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The candle of peace assures us that God is in our midst and when we surrender 
and let go of everything we’re holding on to, we can be open to receive the 
peace of Christ: the peace of Christ be with you, and also with you. 
 
The candle of joy serves as a reminder that when we look around, like Mary and 
Elizabeth, we can find comfort and a sense of joy-filled relief that Emmanuel, 
God with us … we are not alone. God and God’s people are with us! 
 
The candle of love, glows softly with the love of Christ that surrounds us. Like 
the snow in a snow globe gently falling, it quiets and calms our hearts and minds 
to remember Emmanuel, God with us. 
 
Tonight, we light the Christ candle!   
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
We light this candle because Jesus is the light of the world,  
Was born on this day, and he brightens all things. 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

 

HYMN  #182  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!  
Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels! 
 
O come, let us adore Him;  
O come, let us adore Him;  
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

When we allow darkness to overcome the light, 
forgive us, Lord. 
When we reduce Christmas to plastic and tinsel, 
have mercy on us, Father. 
When hardness of heart keeps us from seeing and hearing and touching, 
let your grace consume us, O God. 
When the wars around us are of no concern, 
forgive us, Lord, and move us to compassion for those who suffer. 
When our caring is not extended to action, 
move us to seek justice for our brothers and sisters. 
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We come to confess our sinfulness before you and before each other. 
We are but dust without your love. Remove all barriers that divide us, 
and let there be no obstacle to our love for you and for one another. Amen.       

         

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING                           

GLORIA PATRI 

God’s Word Is Proclaimed 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE  

Luke 2:1-20                 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house 
and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came 
for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn. 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for 
all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and 
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found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard 
it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN  #183  “Once in Royal David’s City”  

Once in royal David's city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed 
Where a mother laid her Baby 
In a manger for His bed 
Mary was that mother mild 
Jesus Christ her little Child 

 

SERMON     “And for All a Loving Light!”       Rev. Kendra VanHouten   
  

HYMN  #185  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” vs. 1, 2     

Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With th'angelic hosts proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 

 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 

Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of the Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
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Hail th'incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with men to dwell 
Jesus our Emmanuel 

The Church Responds to God 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
(debts/debtors)*        

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

CANDLE LIGHTING:  
Pastor Kendra will light her candle from the Christ Candle. She will share the light 
with the ushers who will then turn to the congregation and share the light with the 
first person in each pew. Please tilt the unlit candle toward the lit candle. Parents 
are urged to keep a close watch on their children. When all the candles are lit, we 
will sing a selection of songs together. (You will find the songs on the insert). Please 
keep your candles lit through the Benediction and the Deacons will extinguish your 
candle as you leave. 

 

HYMNS:  

Away in a Manger 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 
the stars in the heavens looked down where He lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 
Silent Night, Holy Night 
Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
‘Round yon virgin mother and child; 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace,  
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
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Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from thy Holy Face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy Birth. 
Jesus, Lord, at thy Birth. 
 
First Noel 
The first Noel the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep 

Noel Noel Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 

Joy to the World 
Joy to the world!  The Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven and nature sing. 
  
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love.  
 
Go, Tell it on the Mountain 
While shepherds kept their watching 
Over silent flocks by night 
Behold, throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light 
 
Go, tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
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Go, tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
A special thank you to everyone who participated in tonight’s worship service! 
 

Kathy, Zachary, and Kyla Burns 
Paige Wagner 
Katrina, Troy, and Nolan Lukaszewski 
All who contributed to the poinsettias  
The many folks of Fair Street who decorated the Sanctuary so beautifully! 

 
 
*Portions of tonight’s Liturgy is from The Worship Sourcebook; Call to Worship 

references Isaiah 9:2. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


