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Fair Street Reformed Church 
Morning Worship ~ December 12, 2021 

The Third Sunday of Advent  
 
 

 
 

 
 

God Gathers the Church 
 
GATHERING AND WELCOME        (Be sure to see the announcements at the end of the worship pages) 

  
CALL TO WORSHIP                         

We gather in preparation 
for good news is about to be proclaimed. 
We gather in expectation 
for joy is about to explode in our midst. 
We gather in celebration 
for we are those people who have said 

yes to the manger, 
yes to love enfleshed, 
yes to the one incarnate for others, 
yes to the wholeness of God. 

With preparation and in expectation, let us celebrate! 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle           Stephen & Phyllis Bliss 

Today we light the third purple candle of Advent, the candle of LOVE. When life is 
swirling around us, like snow in a snow globe after it’s been shaken, and we are holding 
uncertainty and doubt as we wait for the snow to settle, waiting to see the beauty that 
is about to be discovered, we watch in hopeful anticipation. We watch and wait, longing 
for things to settle down and for peace and calm to fill us. Longing to know that feeling - 
that even though there seems to be chaos around me, it is the love of Christ that 
surrounds me, sustaining me to live each day with the assurance that Emmanuel, God 
with us. In this season of Advent, we watch and wait with hope, to experience the 
abundant love that only Christ can give.  
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Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 
daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned 
away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster 
no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your 
hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he 
will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you 
with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will 
not bear reproach for it I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save 
the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown 
in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I 
will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore 
your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 
 
 

We walk in darkness and look for the coming light  
We are surrounded with the pressures of this world  
And come seeking relief from the brokenness of this world.  
We are exhausted, feeling overwhelmed from the hurts we hold  
And we come seeking God’s strength, hope, peace, and love ... that we might discover 
and be in wonder of God’s steadfast and abundant love. 
 
We light this third candle to remind us of the love that we have in Christ Jesus, as we cry 
out Come Lord Jesus...  
 

We are longing  
Hope is dawning  
Heavens falling  
Come Lord Jesus•  
 

Loving God, out of the world’s chaos and brokenness, you bring life and restoration. 
Renew us daily with your hope, break into the darkness and instill in us your peace, 
renew us daily in your abundant and steadfast love. May we carry the light of hope, 
peace, and love with us in this season. Amen.  
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HYMN  #189  “Angels from the Realms of Glory”   vs. 1 

Angels from the realms of glory 
Wing your flight o'er all the earth 
You who sang creation's story 
Now proclaim Messiah's birth 
Come and worship 
Come and worship 
Worship Christ the newborn King 

       CCLI Song # 7122951 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

CALL TO AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION• 

Lord Christ, 
we confess our willingness to be loved 
but also our reluctance to love. 
We confess our readiness to accept your forgiving love 
but also our refusal to forgive. 
We confess our eagerness to grasp your offer of redeeming love 
but also our resistance to follow you without question. 
In this Advent time, forgive us our failure 
to respond as we should. 
Come to us anew, and by your grace, assist us to receive you 
with joy, as the shepherds; 
with gratitude, as Simeon; 
with obedience, as Mary; 
with love, as you have loved us. 
Even so: come, Lord Jesus. Amen.  

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING                                 Philippians 4:5b-9 

“The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever 
is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and 
if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the 
things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of 
peace will be with you.” 
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GLORIA PATRI 

God’s Word Is Proclaimed 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE   
 

Luke 3:7-18 
        

7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to 

say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 

stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every 

tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them, “Whoever 

has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do 

likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should 

we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers 

also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from 

anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I 

baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to 

untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 

granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

14 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
    shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
    O daughter Jerusalem! 
15 The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 
    he has turned away your enemies. 
The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
    you shall fear disaster no more. 
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16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
Do not fear, O Zion; 
    do not let your hands grow weak. 
17 The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 
    a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
    he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing 
18     as on a day of festival.  
I will remove disaster from you,  
    so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
19 I will deal with all your oppressors 
    at that time. 
And I will save the lame 
    and gather the outcast, 
and I will change their shame into praise 
    and renown in all the earth. 
20 At that time I will bring you home, 
    at the time when I gather you; 
for I will make you renowned and praised 
    among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes 
    before your eyes, says the LORD. 

 
    This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN  #183   “Once in Royal David’s City” vs. 1, 4 

Once in royal David's city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for His bed 
Mary was that mother mild 
Jesus Christ her little child 
 
And our eyes at last shall see Him 
Through His Own redeeming Love 
For that Child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in Heaven above 
And He leads His children on 
To the place where He has gone   
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CCLI Song # 4742373 
 

SERMON                                               Rev. Kendra VanHouten 
                                    
 

HYMN  #210   “Love Came Down at Christmas”   vs. 1, 2, 3 

Love came down at Christmas 
Love all lovely love divine 
Love was born at Christmas 
Star and angels gave the sign 
 
Worship we the Godhead 
Love incarnate love divine 
Worship we our Jesus 
But wherewith for sacred sign 
 
Love shall be our token 
Love be yours and love be mine 
Love to God and all men 
Love for plea and gift and sign 
       CCLI Song # 4348605 
       

 

The Church Responds to God  

 

THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE WITH OUR GIFTS  
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*        

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.  
 

BENEDICTION 
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Announcement Page for Sunday, December 12, 2021 
 

Please note:  

• If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your 

microphone. If you can hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in 

worship. 

• For prayer requests, joys, and concerns please send to Pastor Kendra by 

email pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, text on her cell phone, or 

send a message on the chat portion in Zoom. 

• Following worship, remain online, unmute yourself and join us for a few 

minutes of virtual coffee hour! 

• Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly for updates and announcements for the week! 
o Today’s liturgy is from The Worship Sourcebook; chorus lyrics for Advent candle readings are taken from the song by Matt 

Maher “Hope is Dawning” 

 

Poinsettia Orders 
This year we will have 15 poinsettias to place at the front of the sanctuary on Christmas Eve that will 
represent the names of the ones you wish to remember and honor this season. You are invited to 
please submit the names of your loved ones to the Church Office by Monday, December 13. In lieu of 
purchasing poinsettias, we ask you to consider donating to the church for November and December's 
Mission of the Month. 
 
 

Looking Ahead in Advent 

 
December 12: Third Sunday of Advent: Finding Love in the Chaos 

• Blue Christmas Service at 4pm 

 
December 19: Fourth Sunday of Advent: Finding Joy in the Chaos 

•  The Children will be leading us in worship as we take a trip 

around the world!   

 

       December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7pm 

 
 

mailto:pastorkendra1@gmail.com

