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Fair Street Reformed Church 
Morning Worship ~ November 29, 2021 

The First Sunday of Advent  
 
 

 
 

 
God Gathers the Church 

 
GATHERING AND WELCOME        (Be sure to see the announcements at the end of the worship pages) 

  
CALL TO WORSHIP         based on Psalm 130:5-7                                                                                             

 

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 
and in his Word I hope. 
My soul waits for the Lord 
more than those who watch for the morning.  
There is no darkness with you, O Lord.  
O Israel, hope in the Lord! 
For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 
and with him is plenteous redemption. 
There is no darkness with you, O Lord. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.  
There is no darkness with you, O Lord.  

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle        Hank Buser 

Today we light the first purple candle of Advent, the candle of Hope. When life is 
swirling around us, like snow in a snow globe after it’s been shaken, and we’re waiting 
for the snow to settle, waiting to see the beauty that is about to be discovered, we 
watch in hopeful anticipation. Hope is what gets us up in the morning, in anticipation of 
a better day than the one before. Hope is what gives us the assurance at the end of the 
day that while things might not be ok now … they will be. In this season of Advent, we 
wait and watch with hope. To see and celebrate the beauty of the hope that we have in 
Christ’s coming again.  
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Jeremiah 33:14-16: The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the 
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that 
time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 
 
We walk in darkness and look for the coming light 
We are surrounded with the pressures of this world 
And come seeking relief from the brokenness of this world. 
We are exhausted, feeling overwhelmed from the hurts we hold 
And seek God’s strength and hope, that we might be wonder of God’s love.  

 
We light this candle to remind us that hope is on the horizon, as we cry out Come Lord 
Jesus…  
 
We are longing 
Hope is dawning 
Heavens falling 
Come Lord Jesus• 
 
Faithful God, out of the worlds chaos and brokenness, you bring life and restoration. 
Renew us with your hope, break into the darkness that hovers with your light of hope. 
May we carry the light of hope with us in this season. Amen.  

 

HYMN #154 O Come, O Come Emmanuel vs. 1 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism of George Andrew Cahill  

Preparation & Presentation 
Prayer 
Covenant of Baptism 

 

CALL TO AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION•  

Merciful God, always with us, always coming: 
We confess that we do not know 
how to prepare for your Advent. 
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We have forgotten how to hope in miracles; 
we have ignored the promise of your kingdom; 
we get distracted by all the busyness of this season.  
Forgive us, God. 
Grant us the simple wonder of the shepherds, 
the intelligent courage of the Magi, 
and the patient faith of Mary and Joseph, 
that we may journey with them to Bethlehem 
and find the good news of a child born for us. 
Now, in the quiet of our hearts, 
we ask you to make us ready for his coming. Amen.  
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING                      Philippians 4:5b-9    

“The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever 
is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and 
if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the 
things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of 
peace will be with you.” 

 
GLORIA PATRI 

 
God’s Word Is Proclaimed 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE   
Jeremiah 33:14-16 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a 
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness 
in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is 
the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 
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Luke 21:25-36 

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 

nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear 

and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 

shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great 

glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 

because your redemption is drawing near.” 

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they 
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly 
I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole 
earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these 
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

    This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                             Looking for Hope in the Chaos                Rev. Kendra VanHouten 
                                    
HYMN #180 O Little Town of Bethlehem vs. 1, 4 

 
The Church Responds to God 

 
THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE WITH OUR GIFTS:  
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*        

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 
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Announcement Page for Sunday, November 28, 2021 
Please note:  

• If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your microphone. If you can 

hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in worship. 

• For prayer requests, joys, and concerns please send to Pastor Kendra by email 

pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, text on her cell phone, or send a message on the 

chat portion in Zoom. 

• Following worship, remain online, unmute yourself and join us for a few minutes of virtual 

coffee hour! 

• Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly for updates and announcements for the week! 
• Today’s liturgy is taken from: 

o The Worship Sourcebook 

o Chorus lyrics for Advent candle readings are taken from the song by Matt Maher, Hope is Dawning 

Poinsettia Orders 
Once again, this year, due to the pandemic, we will be ordering 15 poinsettias to 
place at the front of the sanctuary on Christmas Eve that will represent the names 
of the ones you wish to remember and honor this season. You are invited to 
please submit the names of your loved ones to the Church Office by Monday, 
December 13. In lieu of purchasing poinsettias, we ask you to consider donating 
to the church for November and December's Mission of the Month. 

 

Advent Wreaths and Prayer Kits 
Advent wreaths and prayer kits will be ready and available to pick-up Sunday, 
November, 28, following worship. We still have a few available; contact the office if 
interested. 

 

Looking Ahead in Advent 
November 28: First Sunday of Advent: Finding Hope in the Chaos 
We’ll be celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism 
 
December 5: Second Sunday of Advent: Finding Peace in the Chaos 
We’ll be celebrating the Sacrament of Communion 
 
December 12: Third Sunday of Advent: Finding Love in the Chaos 
Blue Christmas Service at 4pm 
 
December 19: Fourth Sunday of Advent: Finding Joy in the Chaos 
The Children will be leading us in worship as we take a trip around the world! 
 
December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7pm 

 

mailto:pastorkendra1@gmail.com
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