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Fair Street Reformed Church 
Morning Worship ~ October 24, 2021 

 
Worshipping together since 1849, Fair Street is a community striving to live into our call to love God 

and neighbor. We welcome you, friend and neighbor, into this space and time to worship, in hopes 

that you will be able to experience God’s love, grace, presence and welcome in these moments. 

Please note:  

Entering the Zoom Worship Space PRIOR to worship: you are welcome to say hello and check in with 

everyone. The Space will be open and active by 9:30am each week. 

If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your microphone. As long as you can 

hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in worship. 

*For prayer requests, joys and concerns please email pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, or 

you can text her on her cell phone. You will also be able to send them in the chat conversation that 

will be to the right of the video screen on Sunday.   

*Following worship, remain online, unmute yourself and join us for our virtual coffee hour! 

*Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly for updates and announcements for the week! 

 

Please let us know 
that you are here! 
Open the camera 
on your phone, 
scan this code and 
then click on the 
link that shows up 

at the top of your screen. This code 
will bring you to your email, in 
which you will be able to safely send 
an email to the Church Office to let 
us know you are here! Please 
include: your name, mailing address, 
phone number, and if you would like 
a call from the Pastor, or if you have 
any questions about Fair Street. 
Thanks for joining us today! 

 

Do you have a 
Prayer Requests 
with a Joy or 
Concern you would 
like to share with 
the Fair Street 
Community?  

Open the camera on your phone, scan 
this code, and then click on the link 
that shows up at the top of your 
screen. This code will bring you to 
your texting app in which you will be 
able to safely share a prayer request, 
joy or concern with Pastor Kendra. 
Pastor Kendra will share your request 
later during the service. If you prefer 
her to not share with the congregation, 
please be sure to include the words: 
“Please do not share”. 

 

Safely make an 
offering to Fair 
Street Church from 
your phone. 
Open the camera 
on your phone, 

scan this code, and then click the link 
that shows up at the top of your 
screen. This code will bring you to 
our secure giving page where you 
can give your offering online. 
Offering Plates are also at the 
entrance of the Sanctuary in which 
you are invited to place your offering 
as you arrive, or as you leave. Today’s 
worship service will be posted and 
shared on the website by Monday 
afternoon.  

 
 This morning’s liturgy, readings, and prayers are taken from the Worship Source Book. 

  The altar flowers are placed in loving memory of Evan V. Halwick, Tim and Cindy Johnson’s son, whose 

birthday was the 27th of October. 
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Morning Worship ~ October 24, 2021 

God Gathers the Church 

 

GATHERING AND WELCOME       

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                    based on Psalm 118                                                                              

Give thanks to the LORD, who alone is good; 

whose steadfast love is everlasting!  

Let the gates of righteousness be opened 

that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD.  

This is the gate of the LORD; 

the righteous shall enter through it.  

This is the day that the LORD has made; 

let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                   Rev. Kendra VanHouten   

CALL TO AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

You asked for my hands, that you might use them for your purpose. 

I gave them for a moment, then withdrew them, for the work was hard. 

You asked for my mouth to speak out against injustice. 

I gave you a whisper that I might not be accused.  

You asked for my eyes to see the pain of poverty. 

I closed them, for I did not want to see. 

You asked for my life, that you might work through me. 

I gave a small part, that I might not get too involved.  

Lord, forgive my calculated efforts to serve you— only when it is convenient for me to do so, 

only in those places where it is safe to do so, 

and only with those who make it easy to do so.  

Forgive me, o God, renew me, send me out 
as a usable instrument, that I might take seriously 
the meaning of your cross. Amen.  
                               

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
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GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING                              Colossians 3:12-17 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a 

complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so 

you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 

indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell 

in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in 

your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.  And whatever you do, in 

word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him. 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

God’s Word Is Proclaimed 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

 

SCRIPTURE                                           Thessalonians 1:1-10 

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace. 

2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 

constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 

steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, 

that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also 

in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we 

proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite 

of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an 

example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth 

from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, 

so that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For the people of those regions report about us what 

kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true 

God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us 

from the wrath that is coming. 
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Psalm 103:1-14 
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
    and all that is within me, 
    bless his holy name. 
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
    and do not forget all his benefits— 
3 who forgives all your iniquity, 
    who heals all your diseases, 
4 who redeems your life from the Pit, 
    who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
5 who satisfies you with good as long as you live[a] 
    so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
6 The LORD works vindication 
    and justice for all who are oppressed. 
7 He made known his ways to Moses, 
    his acts to the people of Israel. 
8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 He will not always accuse, 
    nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
    nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
    so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far he removes our transgressions from us. 
13 As a father has compassion for his children, 
    so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him. 
14 For he knows how we were made; 
    he remembers that we are dust. 

 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                                        Preaching Elder Jan Melichar-Utter 

                                     

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20103%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15555a
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HYMN   113 “Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart” 
    (You are welcome to sing quietly remaining seated with your masks on) 

Chorus 

Rejoice rejoice rejoice 
Give thanks and sing 

Rejoice ye pure in heart 
Rejoice give thanks and sing 

Verse 1 

Rejoice ye pure in heart 
Rejoice give thanks and sing 

Your glorious banner wave on high 
The cross of Christ your King 

Verse 2 

With voice as full and strong 
As ocean's surging praise 

Send forth the hymns 
Our fathers loved 

The Psalms of ancient days 

CCLI Song # 1711005 

 

The Church Responds to God 
THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE WITH OUR GIFTS:  

While the social distancing makes it a challenge to worship in person, and serve alongside one 

another, ministry is still happening. We ask that you consider either mailing in your offering 

contribution or sending it online through our secure website: 

https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/, and click on the support us page. Your offering supports 

the work and ministry of the church as we continue to seek for ways in which we can love our 

neighbor, with no exceptions, even from a distance.   

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*        

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/
https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/?page_id=212
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION  


