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Fair Street Reformed Church 
Morning Worship ~ October 3, 2021 

World Communion Sunday 

 
Worshipping together since 1849, Fair Street is a community striving to live into our call to love God 

and neighbor. We welcome you, friend and neighbor, into this space and time to worship, in hopes 

that you will be able to experience God’s love, grace, presence and welcome in these moments. 

Please note:  

Entering the Zoom Worship Space PRIOR to worship: you are welcome to say hello and check in with 

everyone. The Space will be open and active by 9:30am each week. 

If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your microphone. As long as you can 

hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in worship. 

*For prayer requests, joys and concerns please email pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, or 

you can text her on her cell phone. You will also be able to send them in the chat conversation that 

will be to the right of the video screen on Sunday.   

*Following worship, remain online, unmute yourself and join us for our virtual coffee hour! 

*Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly for updates and announcements for the week! 

 

Please let us know 
that you are here! 
Open the camera 
on your phone, 
scan this code and 
then click on the 
link that shows up 

at the top of your screen. This code 
will bring you to your email, in 
which you will be able to safely send 
an email to the Church Office to let 
us know you are here! Please 
include: your name, mailing address, 
phone number, and if you would like 
a call from the Pastor, or if you have 
any questions about Fair Street. 
Thanks for joining us today! 

 

Do you have a 
Prayer Requests 
with a Joy or 
Concern you would 
like to share with 
the Fair Street 
Community?  

Open the camera on your phone, scan 
this code, and then click on the link 
that shows up at the top of your 
screen. This code will bring you to 
your texting app in which you will be 
able to safely share a prayer request, 
joy or concern with Pastor Kendra. 
Pastor Kendra will share your request 
later during the service. If you prefer 
her to not share with the congregation, 
please be sure to include the words: 
“Please do not share”. 

 

Safely make an 
offering to Fair 
Street Church from 
your phone. 
Open the camera 
on your phone, 

scan this code, and then click the link 
that shows up at the top of your 
screen. This code will bring you to 
our secure giving page where you 
can give your offering online. 
Offering Plates are also at the 
entrance of the Sanctuary in which 
you are invited to place your offering 
as you arrive, or as you leave. Today’s 
worship service will be posted and 
shared on the website by Monday 
afternoon.  

 
 This morning’s liturgy, readings, and prayers are taken from the Worship Source Book. 
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Morning Worship ~ October 3, 2021 

God Gathers the Church 

 

GATHERING AND WELCOME       

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                     Psalm 100; NIV 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.  

Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. 

Know that the LORD is God. It is God who made us and we are his; 

we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

and his courts with praise; 

give thanks to him and praise his name. 

For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; 

his faithfulness continues through all generations. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE         Rev. Kendra VanHouten 

CALL TO AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION                 based on Psalm 51:10-12 

Merciful God, 

you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We humbly confess our sins and ask 

your mercy. We have not loved you with a pure heart, 

nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. We have not done justice, loved 

kindness, 

or walked humbly with you, our God. Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-

kindness. In your great compassion, 

cleanse us from our sin. 

Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. 

Do not cast us from your presence, 

or take your Holy Spirit from us. 

Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
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GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING                                     Micah 6:8 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

GLORIA PATRI 

God’s Word Is Proclaimed 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

 

SCRIPTURE                                  Genesis 9:8-17 

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “As for me, I am establishing my covenant 

with you and your descendants after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the 

birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of 

the ark. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 

waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12 God said, 

“This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature 

that is with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a 

sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the 

bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and 

every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 

flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 

between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, 

“This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the 

earth.” 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                                                 Rev. Kendra VanHouten 

 

HYMN   695 “As We Gather at Your Table” 

    (You are welcome to sing quietly remaining seated with your masks on) 

Verse 1 

As we gather at Your table 

As we listen to Your word 

Help us know O God Your presence 

Let our hearts and minds be stirred 

Nourish us with sacred story 
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Till we claim it as our own 

Teach us through this holy banquet 

How to make Love's vict'ry known 

CCLI License # 2802767                 

 

The Church Responds to God 

Coming to the Table Together 

Invitation 

Christ invites us all to this Holy Feast. As we gather this morning, we remember our sisters and 

brothers from above and below the equator, from the North and from Down Under, from every 

time zone around the globe. As today's sunlight inches across land and sea, Christians gather to 

celebrate their place in God's family. All are invited and all are welcome.  Come, for the meal is 

ready! 

 

Prayer of Preparation 

To God be the glory: great things God has done! To prepare ourselves to partake of this Holy Meal, 

let us pray: 

Healing God, we come before you broken, yet seeking wholeness, isolated, yet seeking community, 

overwhelmed, yet seeking simplicity, shamed, yet seeking grace: 

 God, we yearn for the healing you promise. 

God of Justice, we come before you selfish, yet seeking a generous heart, arrogant, yet seeking 

humility, responsible for injustices, yet seeking forgiveness: 

       God, we yearn for the justice you promise. 

God of Peace, we come before you afraid, yet seeking assurance, agitated, yet seeking serenity, 

angry, yet seeking a forgiving heart: 

        God, we yearn for the peace you promise. 

Knowing that through Christ all things are made new, we come to this communion table to be 

recreated through the bread and cup, and to be renewed in our faith and commitment. 

       God, we submit ourselves to renewal through you. 

This we pray through Jesus the Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
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Preface & Thanksgiving 

Loving and gracious God who summons galaxies into being, we give thanks and blessings to you. 

We bless you for our world. The diversity of our planet amazes us, from the prairies and pampas of 

the Americas to the dusty deserts of Africa and Asia, from the majestic mountains of Europe to the 

vast outback of Australia. We give you thanks for the multiplicity of humanity with our complexity 

of color and culture yet called into oneness-of-being through Christ. With many tongues, yet with 

one voice, we honor you saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. 

Loving and gracious God who surrounds creation with abundant love, we give thanks and blessings 

to you. We bless you for your love, made known to us through Jesus, which reassures and 

reconciles us to you, to ourselves and to one another. As Christ is our light to you, may we be lights 

to others illuminating the path toward communion with you, the Holy Spirit and Jesus, our friend 

and brother. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

 

Blessing of the Elements 

God, may this bread connect us more closely with you and with our neighbors near and far. 

 Bless this bread, we pray. 

May this fruit of the vine remind us of the inter-connectedness of people around the world. 

 Bless this cup, we pray.  

May this simple meal bring us into union with you, your people and your world united in the One 

Body of Christ. 

 

The Belhar Confession 

We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints called from the entire 
human family. 

We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another. 
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We believe that this unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus 
Christ; that through the working of God’s Spirit it is a binding force,  and a reality which must 
be earnestly pursued and sought. 

We believe that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, 
enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ has already conquered. 

We believe that God is self-revealed as the one who wishes to bring about justice and true 
peace in a world full of injustice and enmity.  God is the God of the destitute, the poor and 
the wronged.  God’s church is called to follow our Lord in this. 

God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry; frees prisoners and 
restores sight to the blind. 

God wishes to teach all people to do what is good and to seek the right; 

God’s church must stand by people in any form of suffering and need, 

the church must witness and strive against any form of injustice, 

so that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

The church must stand where God stands, follow Christ against the powerful and privileged 
who selfishly seek their own interest. 

Together we confess one Lord, one faith, one baptism. 

We eat of one bread and drink of one cup. 

We share one calling –  

     to know the height and the breadth and the depth of the love of Christ; 

     to practice and pursue community with one another; 

     to pray and serve God in this world, rejoicing and suffering together for the sake of God’s 
righteousness. 

 

THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE WITH OUR GIFTS:  
While the social distancing makes it a challenge to worship in person, and serve alongside one 

another, ministry is still happening. We ask that you consider either mailing in your offering 

contribution or sending it online through our secure website: 

https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/, and click on the support us page. Your offering supports 

the work and ministry of the church as we continue to seek for ways in which we can love our 

neighbor, with no exceptions, even from a distance.   

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*        

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  

https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/
https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/?page_id=212
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And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION  

 


