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Fair Street Reformed Church 
Morning Worship ~ August 29, 2021 

 
Worshipping together since 1849, Fair Street is a community striving to live into our call to love God 

and neighbor. We welcome you, friend and neighbor, into this space and time to worship, in hopes 

that you will be able to experience God’s love, grace, presence and welcome in these moments. 

Please note:  

Entering the Zoom Worship Space PRIOR to worship: you are welcome to say hello and check in with 

everyone. The Space will be open and active by 9:30am each week. 

If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your microphone. As long as you can 

hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in worship. 

Please note that if you are able to join us on video but not print up the liturgy, the liturgy will now be 

shared on the Zoom screen as we worship! 

*For prayer requests, joys and concerns please email pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, or 

you can text her on her cell phone. You will also be able to send them in the chat conversation that 

will be to the right of the video screen on Sunday.   

*Following worship, remain online, unmute yourself and join us for our virtual coffee hour! 

*Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly for updates and announcements for the week! 

Please let us know 
that you are here! 
Open the camera 
on your phone, 
scan this code and 
then click on the 
link that shows up 

at the top of your screen. This code 
will bring you to your email, in 
which you will be able to safely send 
an email to the Church Office to let 
us know you are here! Please 
include: your name, mailing address, 
phone number, and if you would like 
a call from the Pastor, or if you have 
any questions about Fair Street. 
Thanks for joining us today! 

 

Do you have a 
Prayer Requests 
with a Joy or 
Concern you would 
like to share with 
the Fair Street 
Community?  

Open the camera on your phone, scan 
this code, and then click on the link 
that shows up at the top of your 
screen. This code will bring you to 
your texting app in which you will be 
able to safely share a prayer request, 
joy or concern with Pastor Kendra. 
Pastor Kendra will share your request 
later during the service. If you prefer 
her to not share with the congregation, 
please be sure to include the words: 
“Please do not share”. 

 

Safely make an 
offering to Fair 
Street Church from 
your phone. 
Open the camera 
on your phone, 

scan this code, and then click the link 
that shows up at the top of your 
screen. This code will bring you to 
our secure giving page where you 
can give your offering online. 
Offering Plates are also at the 
entrance of the Sanctuary in which 
you are invited to place your offering 
as you arrive, or as you leave. Today’s 
worship service will be posted and 
shared on the website by Monday 
afternoon.  
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Morning Worship ~ August 29, 2021 

God Gathers the Church 

 
GATHERING AND WELCOME       
 
CALL TO WORSHIP          

Come to listen for all God seeks to teach us. 

God has given us birth by the word of truth. 

 We are drawn to God as to a lover. 

 We leap for joy when we know God’s care. 

Every perfect gift comes to us from God. 

God’s image is a part of each one of us. 

 God’s grace has been poured into our lives.  

 Wisdom and understanding are offered to us. 

Who will dwell on God’s holy hill? 

Those who walk uprightly and speak the truth. 

 We will honor God by honoring our neighbors. 

 We will act toward them as we wish to be treated.  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

       

CALL TO AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION        

Oh God, we admit that all is not well with us. We are easily angered and slow to forgive. We speak 
without listening and pretend to listen without really hearing. Our tongues become weapons rather 
than instruments of healing. We are more critical than helpful toward the poor in our midst. Hidden 
in our hearts are the attitudes that produce greed, deceit, and violation of our promises to you and 
to one another. Turn us around so we can accept your forgiveness and learn to love ourselves as 
you want us to be, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 

GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING                     Ephesians 4:32-5:2 

And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has 

forgiven you. Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

GLORIA PATRI 
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God’s Word Is Proclaimed 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE                      Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23  
Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around 
him, 2 they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing 
them. 3 (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus 
observing the tradition of the elders; 4 and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash 
it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze 
kettles.) 5 So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6 He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly 
about you hypocrites, as it is written, 
‘This people honors me with their lips, 
    but their hearts are far from me; 
7 in vain do they worship me, 
    teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 

8 You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”               

14 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 15 there 
is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” 

21 For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, 
murder, 22 adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23 All these 
evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 
 

          James 1:17-27 
17 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of 

lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 In fulfillment of his own purpose 

he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

19 You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to 

anger; 20 for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 21 Therefore rid yourselves of all 

sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has 

the power to save your souls. 

22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23 For if any are hearers 

of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24 for they look at 

themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25 But those who look into 

the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—

they will be blessed in their doing. 
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26 If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion 

is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans 

and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                                                 Rev. Kendra VanHouten 
 
HYMN                                                           

The Church Responds to God 

THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE WITH OUR GIFTS:  

While the social distancing makes it a challenge to worship in person, and serve alongside one 

another, ministry is still happening. We ask that you consider either mailing in your offering 

contribution or sending it online through our secure website: https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/, 

and click on the support us page. Your offering supports the work and ministry of the church as we 

continue to seek for ways in which we can love our neighbor, with no exceptions, even from a 

distance.   

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*     

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION  
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