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Fair Street Reformed Church 
Morning Worship ~ July 4, 2021 

 
Worshipping together since 1849, Fair Street is a community striving to live into our call to love God 

and neighbor. We welcome you, friend and neighbor, into this space and time to worship, in hopes 

that you will be able to experience God’s love, grace, presence and welcome in these moments. 

Please note:  

Entering the Zoom Worship Space PRIOR to worship: you are welcome to say hello and check in with 

everyone. The Space will be open and active by 9:30am each week. 

If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your microphone. As long as you can 

hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in worship. 

Please note that if you are able to join us on video but not print up the liturgy, the liturgy will now be 

shared on the Zoom screen as we worship! 

*For prayer requests, joys and concerns please email pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, or 

you can text her on her cell phone. You will also be able to send them in the chat conversation that 

will be to the right of the video screen on Sunday.   

*Following worship, remain online, unmute yourself and join us for our virtual coffee hour! 

*Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly for updates and announcements for the week! 

Please let us know 
that you are here! 
Open the camera 
on your phone, 
scan this code and 
then click on the 
link that shows up 

at the top of your screen. This code 
will bring you to your email, in 
which you will be able to safely send 
an email to the Church Office to let 
us know you are here! Please 
include: your name, mailing address, 
phone number, and if you would like 
a call from the Pastor, or if you have 
any questions about Fair Street. 
Thanks for joining us today! 

 

Do you have a 
Prayer Requests 
with a Joy or 
Concern you would 
like to share with 
the Fair Street 
Community?  

Open the camera on your phone, scan 
this code, and then click on the link 
that shows up at the top of your 
screen. This code will bring you to 
your texting app in which you will be 
able to safely share a prayer request, 
joy or concern with Pastor Kendra. 
Pastor Kendra will share your request 
later during the service. If you prefer 
her to not share with the congregation, 
please be sure to include the words: 
“Please do not share”. 

 

Safely make an 
offering to Fair 
Street Church from 
your phone. 
Open the camera 
on your phone, 

scan this code, and then click the link 
that shows up at the top of your 
screen. This code will bring you to 
our secure giving page where you 
can give your offering online. 
Offering Plates are also at the 
entrance of the Sanctuary in which 
you are invited to place your offering 
as you arrive, or as you leave. Today’s 
worship service will be posted and 
shared on the website by Monday 
afternoon.  
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Morning Worship ~ July 4, 2021 

God Gathers the Church 

 

GATHERING AND WELCOME                             Peggy Ploss 
 
This is the day, that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
People of God it is good to be with you this morning as we gather for worship 
together – whether on zoom or together in person.  
 
We welcome you this morning to this special worship service as the consistory is 
here in full to lead worship while Pastor Kendra is on vacation.  
 
A few announcments prior to entering into worship: 
Pastor Kendra will be out of the office this week, and will be back in worship with 
us next Sunday. Should you have a pastoral need, please contact your Care Elder. 
 
(Peggy, you might have to check in with Ellen on Friday to see if there are any 
other announcements ?) 
 
Be sure to check in with the Fair Street Weekly tomorrow for any announcements, 
reminders, and prayer requests. The Weekly will be emailed and posted to the 
website tomorrow morning. 
 
Friends, people of scripture reminds us that where two or three are gathered in 
God’s name, God is surely in our midst. And on this day, we can give thanks to God 
that we are welcome and free to worship the God who loves us, who welcomes us 
and who is with us each and every day of our lives.  
 
And as we are reminded of God’s welcome, love and presence we are greeted by 
God in these moments, “Grace and peace be to you, from the one who is, who 
was, and who is to come. Amen.”  
 
The peace of Christ be with you. and also with you. 
 



Sunday, July 4, 2021  3 
 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                 George Campbell 

  

Please join me in our call to worship: 

 

Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 

Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 

Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his 

word. 

Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts, you his servants who do his will. 

Praise the LORD, all his works everywhere in his dominion. 

Praise the LORD, O my soul. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                 Leslie Clark 

       

CALL TO AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION          Tim Kovaleski 

 

The proof of God’s amazing love is this: 

While we were sinners, Christ died for us. 

Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, 

so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Trusting in 

God’s faithfulness and compassion,  

let us confess our sin before God and one another.  

 

Merciful God,  you made us in your image, 
with a mind to know you, a heart to love you,  
and a will to serve you. But our knowledge is imperfect, 
our love inconstant,  our obedience incomplete. 
Day by day, we fail to grow into your likeness. In your tender love, forgive 
us through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 
 



Sunday, July 4, 2021  4 
 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE              Elaine Martin 
 
Christ is our peace; 

those who are divided 

he has made one. 

He has broken down the barriers of separation by his death and has built us up 

into one body, with God. 

To all who repent and believe 

he has promised reconciliation. 

So live as people restored and reconciled. Amen.  

 

And with this gift of reconciliation and restoration, we can live as people filled with 

gratitude to God, living as we are called to live according to scriptures, in which we 

read this reminder from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi together: 

 

GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING       

 Philippians 4:8-9        

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 

things.  Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard 

and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

God’s Word Is Proclaimed 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                        Ann Kalmbach 

Shine within our hearts, loving Lord, 

with the true light of your divine knowledge, 

and open the eyes of our minds, 
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that we may comprehend the message of your Word, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen.  

 

SCRIPTURE                                               

Philippians 1 

1 Paul and Timothy, servants[a] of Christ Jesus, 
To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops[b] and 
deacons:[c] 
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in the gospel from the 
first day until now. 6 I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me 
to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart,[d] for all of 
you share in God’s grace[e] with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense 
and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 
with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10 to help you to 
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, 11 having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

12 I want you to know, beloved,[f] that what has happened to me has actually 
helped to spread the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the whole 
imperial guard[g] and to everyone else that my imprisonment is for Christ; 14 and 
most of the brothers and sisters,[h] having been made confident in the Lord by my 
imprisonment, dare to speak the word[i] with greater boldness and without fear. 

15 Some proclaim Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from goodwill. 16 These 
proclaim Christ out of love, knowing that I have been put here for the defense of 
the gospel; 17 the others proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but 
intending to increase my suffering in my imprisonment. 18 What does it matter? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%201&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29346a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%201&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29346b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%201&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29346c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%201&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29352d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%201&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29352e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%201&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29357f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%201&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29358g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%201&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29359h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%201&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29359i
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Just this, that Christ is proclaimed in every way, whether out of false motives or 
true; and in that I rejoice. 

Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and the 
help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance. 20 It is my 
eager expectation and hope that I will not be put to shame in any way, but that by 
my speaking with all boldness, Christ will be exalted now as always in my body, 
whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am 
to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I 
prefer. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better; 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for 
you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all 
of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that I may share abundantly in your 
boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 

27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the 
gospel, 28 and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is 
evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For 
he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of 
suffering for him as well— 30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw I 
had and now hear that I still have. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON                               “Witnessing God at Work”         

     Elders Linda Brown & Terri Bouyea 
 
HYMN                                                           

 

 

 



Sunday, July 4, 2021  7 
 

The Church Responds to God 

THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE WITH OUR GIFTS:  

While the social distancing makes it a challenge to worship in person, and serve 

alongside one another, ministry is still happening. We ask that you consider either 

mailing in your offering contribution or sending it online through our secure 

website: https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/, and click on the support us page. 

Your offering supports the work and ministry of the church as we continue to seek 

for ways in which we can love our neighbor, with no exceptions, even from a 

distance.   

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

(debts/debtors)*                    Ray Tator 

O Lord God, Creator above us,  

Spirit within us, 

Lord ahead of us, 

open us to yourself, 

that we may become transparent to ourselves. Make us masters of ourselves,  

that we may be the servants of others.  

In the name of Jesus Christ, 

we bless you for the gift of our lives. 

We bless you 

for the invisible fibers of loyalty and trust  

that bind us to the people we love and care for, 

for fidelity in our marriages, 

for care and love for our children, 

for the gifts you’ve allowed us to discover within ourselves, 

and for the gifts other people have given us by giving of themselves.  

We bless you 

for useful jobs to do, for leisure to enjoy, for fun to have, 

for homes to live in, for bodies to touch, for love to share.  

https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/
https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/?page_id=212
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We pray to you 

for our friends and the people we care about, 

for people whose life has somehow become boring and lusterless, whose 

marriages have lost their tenderness, 

whose health is poor, 

whose hope for the years ahead is dim, 

and whose death is near.  

We pray for peace. 

Let all who think lightly of making war 

be converted to think strongly of making peace.  

We pray 

for people for whom  

today is another day of trying to find something to eat, for people in our world for 

whom  

today is another day lived under the yoke of oppression, for people who have no 

friends and are desperately lonely, for people who have lost somebody so close to 

them  

that they are almost dying with grief, and for people today who are dying.  

 

O Spirit of Christ, 

give us a joy that outlasts our sorrows, 

give us a hope stronger than the despair of our discouragement, and give us a new 

belief that we have reason to rejoice— 

to be glad for who we are because you made us and gave us life, and all we have is 

a gift from you.  

In the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior who taught us to prayer:   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation 
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but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION           Audrey Kithcart 

As you go forth from this place, may your eyes, ears, mind and heart be open to 

witness God at work in your lives and the world around you.  

Go with God’s blessing from the book of Numbers “The Lord bless you and keep 

you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. May the 

Lord lift his countenance upon you and give you peace.” Go forth today and 

always with God’s love, God’s presence and the peace of God. Amen. 


