
Sunday, May 23, 2021  1 
 

Fair Street Reformed Church 
Morning Worship ~ May 23, 2021 

Pentecost and Confirmation Sunday 
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen indeed! 

 
Worshipping together since 1849, Fair Street is a community striving to live into our call to love God 

and neighbor. We welcome you, friend and neighbor, into this space and time to worship, in hopes 

that you will be able to experience God’s love, grace, presence and welcome in these moments. 

Please note:  

Entering the Zoom Worship Space PRIOR to worship: you are welcome to say hello and check in with 

everyone. The Space will be open and active by 9:30am each week. 

If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your microphone. As long as you can 

hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in worship. 

Please note that if you are able to join us on video but not print up the liturgy, the liturgy will now be 

shared on the Zoom screen as we worship! 

*For prayer requests, joys and concerns please email pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, or 

you can text her on her cell phone. You will also be able to send them in the chat conversation that 

will be to the right of the video screen on Sunday.   

*Following worship, remain online, unmute yourself and join us for our virtual coffee hour! 

*Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly for updates and announcements for the week! 

Please let us know 
that you are here! 
Open the camera 
on your phone, 
scan this code and 
then click on the 
link that shows up 

at the top of your screen. This code 
will bring you to your email, in 
which you will be able to safely send 
an email to the Church Office to let 
us know you are here! Please 
include: your name, mailing address, 
phone number, and if you would like 
a call from the Pastor, or if you have 
any questions about Fair Street. 
Thanks for joining us today! 

 

Do you have a 
Prayer Requests 
with a Joy or 
Concern you would 
like to share with 
the Fair Street 
Community?  

Open the camera on your phone, scan 
this code, and then click on the link 
that shows up at the top of your 
screen. This code will bring you to 
your texting app in which you will be 
able to safely share a prayer request, 
joy or concern with Pastor Kendra. 
Pastor Kendra will share your request 
later during the service. If you prefer 
her to not share with the congregation, 
please be sure to include the words: 
“Please do not share”. 

 

Safely make an 
offering to Fair 
Street Church from 
your phone. 
Open the camera 
on your phone, 

scan this code, and then click the link 
that shows up at the top of your 
screen. This code will bring you to 
our secure giving page where you 
can give your offering online. 
Offering Plates are also at the 
entrance of the Sanctuary in which 
you are invited to place your offering 
as you arrive, or as you leave. Today’s 
worship service will be posted and 
shared on the website by Monday 
afternoon.  
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Morning Worship ~ May 23, 2021 

This week’s artwork for the bulletin is provided by Sam Kovaleski. This is 

his Credo work, and he will be sharing about the meaning behind his 

artwork during the service. 

God Gathers the Church 

 
GATHERING AND WELCOME       
 
CALL TO WORSHIP         Led by Kate Aberle  

The love of God has been poured into our hearts  

through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us;  

we dwell in him and he in us. 

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name;  

make known his deeds among the peoples.  

Sing to him, sing praises to him,  

and speak of all his marvelous works.  

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty,  

who was and is and is to come!  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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CALL TO AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION      Led by Sam Kovaleski 

  

Generous God, 
you send us the Spirit of courage, 
but we have been afraid. 
You send us the Spirit of truth, 
but we cling to our illusions. 
You send us the Spirit of healing, 
but we cannot let go of our hurts. 
Holy Spirit of forgiveness, come to us again: shake our hearts, 
set our souls on fire with your love: 
send us out into the world 
rejoicing in your power. 
We hold out to you 
all our particular burdens of guilt and sin, 
and we ask for your help 
to live the way of your justice and love. Amen.  

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 

GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING        Led by Jack Aberle        

Proverbs 3:5-6 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understanding;  
in all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make your paths straight.  

 

GLORIA PATRI 

God’s Word Is Proclaimed 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE                                                   Acts 2:1-21 

The Coming of the Holy Spirit 

2 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from 

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they 

were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
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them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 

gave them ability. 

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound 

the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 

language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, 

Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of 

power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But 

others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

Peter Addresses the Crowd 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who 

live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as 

you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the 

prophet Joel: 

17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

        and they shall prophesy. 
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 

        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

 
                   Romans 8:22-27 
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23 and not only the 

creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 

adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in[a] hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 

hope. For who hopes[b] for what is seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 

patience. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A22-27&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28126a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A22-27&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28126b
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26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 

very Spirit intercedes[c] with sighs too deep for words. 27 And God,[d] who searches the heart, knows 

what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit[e] intercedes for the saints according to the will of 

God.[f] 

 
This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON   
Confirmation Students: Jack Aberle, Kate Aberle, Sam Kovaleski and Rev. Kendra VanHouten 
 
HYMN                                                           

The Church Responds to God 

Receiving and Welcoming Confirmation Students: 

 Kate Aberle, Jack Aberle, and Sam Kovaleski 

 

THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE WITH OUR GIFTS:  

While the social distancing makes it a challenge to worship in person, and serve alongside one 

another, ministry is still happening. We ask that you consider either mailing in your offering 

contribution or sending it online through our secure website: 

https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/, and click on the support us page. Your offering 

supports the work and ministry of the church as we continue to seek for ways in which we can 

love our neighbor, with no exceptions, even from a distance.   

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*     

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A22-27&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28128c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A22-27&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28129d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A22-27&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28129e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A22-27&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28129f
https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/
https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/?page_id=212

