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Morning Worship ~ January 3, 2021 
Epiphany Sunday 

 
 

As you enter the Zoom meeting, you’re invited to enjoy the music playing in the background and visit 

with one another while we wait to begin. If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and 

mute your microphone. As long as you can hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in 

worship. 

 

Please note that if you are able to join us on video but not print up the liturgy, the liturgy will now be 

shared on the Zoom screen as we worship! 

 

*Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly for updates and announcements for the week! 

 

*For prayer requests, joys and concerns please email pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, or 

you can text her on her cell phone. You will also be able to send them in the chat conversation that 

will be to the right of the video screen on Sunday.   

 

As we come together for worship on Sunday, we will once again gather around the Table for 

communion in a socially distant and safe way, in hopes that this will continue to allow us to feel 

connected as we share in this means of grace together. You are invited to have a cracker or small 

piece of bread and a small cup of juice or water with you. After the sermon, I will lead us through the 

communion liturgy, speak the words of institution and we will share in a meal together. It is in the 

sacrament of Communion, in which we believe that the bread and cup are signs and symbols of the 

work God has already accomplished, and we will come together to remember this gracious gift of 

love. 

 

*Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly for updates and announcements for the week! 
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Morning Worship ~ January 3, 2021 

Epiphany Sunday 

God Gathers the Church 

GATHERING AND WELCOME       
 
CALL TO WORSHIP           
The Magi had a dream.  

They dreamed of a Messiah. 

They dreamed of just rulers. 

They dreamed of a new day for all people.  

The Magi had a dream, and this dream led them to action.  

They journeyed to unknown places. They followed a star. 

They walked for days to get to Jesus.  

So may we be like the Magi,  

May our dreams inspire action. 

May we worship the one true God. Amen.  

 

INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS         

CALL TO AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION         
God, I love to worship you when the stars are bright above me. 

I love to worship you when the sky is clear, and the breeze just right. 

I love to worship you when the journey to Bethlehem is an easy one. Unfortunately, as you 

know, this journey of life, love, and faith is rarely easy. Now and again, the stars disappear. 

My feet get blisters, and the journey is far too long and lonely. 

On these days, forgive me for giving up quickly. 

Forgive me for allowing the dream to die and for taking the shortcut home. I want to be as 

brave as the Magi. 

I want to persevere. 

Guide my feet. Show me the stars. Amen.  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING           Ephesians 5:8-14 
For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for 

the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what 

pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose 

them. It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. But everything 

exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a light.  
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God’s Word Is Proclaimed 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE FOR TODAY: Matthew 2:1-12                     

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came 

to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when 

it rose and have come to worship him.” 

 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.  When he had called 

together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was 

to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 

    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had 

appeared.  He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you 

find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went 

ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed.  On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down 

and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned 

to their country by another route. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                         “Those who dream persevere”                           Rev. Kendra VanHouten    

The Church Responds to God 

SHARING IN COMMUNION TOGETHER 

THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE WITH OUR GIFTS: While the social distancing makes it a 

challenge to worship in person, and serve alongside one another, ministry is still happening. We ask 

that you consider either mailing in your offering contribution or sending it online through our secure 

website: https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/, and click on the support us page. Your offering 

supports the work and ministry of the church as we continue to seek for ways in which we can love 

our neighbor, with no exceptions, even from a distance.   

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*     

BENEDICTION  

https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/
https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/?page_id=212

