
Lighting of the Advent Candle: The Candle of Joy 
I dream of dance parties in the kitchen.  
I dream of laughter that is contagious. 
I dream of birthday candles and another beautiful year.  
I dream of family game nights and dinner parties with friends.  
I dream of homemade Halloween costumes and homemade family 
recipes. 
I dream of pillow forts, fireflies, and front porch swings.  
I dream of every little thing that brings joy; and I know it comes from 
God.  
So today we light the candle of joy as a reminder  
that God’s dream for this world involves the end of all tears.  
God’s dream for this world involves a joy that overflows and is 
contagious. 
So may this fire burn bright, and as it does, may we sing.  
May we dance.  
May we laugh.  
May we hold onto the people we love.  
May we sow joy in a hurting world, and may it be an act of holy 
resistance. Amen. 

 
Call to and Prayer of Confession  
O Great Writer,  
With a sky full of stars and a world full of flowers, there should be 
no end to my joy.  
And yet, instead of decorating my very being with joy, I let it slip 
away like loose change. Instead of singing like Mary, or dancing like 
David,  

I pass by remarkable beauty and love most days, unfazed. 
Forgive me.  

Teach me the ways of children, who laugh and dance and sing  
as if joy is the very thing  
that keeps them alive.  

Maybe they have joy figured out.  
Gratefully we pray, amen. 
 

Words of Assurance & Grateful Living        Philippians 4:4-9 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is 
true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about 
these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be 
with you. 
 

Gloria Patri 
God’s Word is Proclaimed 

Scripture Reading:    Luke 1:46-55 
Sermon:    Rev. Kendra VanHouten 

“Those who Dream … Sow Joy” 
 

The Church Responds to God 
Offerings  
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
Benediction 
 



Sow Joy| Luke 1:46-55  
 

If I wanted to sow joy, 
 I wouldn't use words.  
 
I would turn the music all the way up,  
And push the table against the wall,  
Until we had room to dance. 
 
 I would roll the windows down  
And drive you out of town,  
Until fresh air filled your lungs. 
 
I would squeeze your hand  
And look you in the eye,  
So that you would know you are not alone. 
 
 I’d lay down the picnic blanket and we’d look at the stars,  
So that nothing could separate you from God’s great beauty.  
 
I’d open my door, like Elizabeth did for Mary. 
I’d tell you to stay as long as you’d like.  
Make yourself at home. What’s mine is yours.  
 
And maybe we’d sing. And maybe we’d laugh.  
And maybe it would be enough to be in the presence of God and each 
other.  
 
If I wanted to sow joy, that’s what I’d do.  
So sing me your song. We’ve got dancing to get to. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*The liturgy, poems, and artwork are taken from Sanctified Art.com 
Advent Worship Series  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Third Sunday of Advent:  
December 13, 2020 

 

God Gathers the Church 
Gathering Music & Welcome  
Call to Worship 

Once upon a time, there was a little girl who had a terrible 
day. She left her lunch at home. She skinned her knee on the 
playground, and no one wanted to sit with her on the bus. As 
she sank into her mother’s arms at the end of the day, her 
mother said, “Honey, what was the best part of today?” The 
little girl cried and said, “Nothing! The entire day was terrible.” 
So the mother got down on one knee, wiped away her tears 
and said, “There is always some good. Sometimes we just 
really have to look for it.” The little girl looked up at her mom 
and said, “What is good about today?” And the mother said, 
“For starters, you’re here in my arms.” Friends, anytime we 
gather together to worship God, we are here in God’s arms.  
All: May we recognize that gift, and in doing so, may we sow 
joy. Let us worship Holy God. Family of faith, what we 
practice in worship, we must live out in our daily lives. So 
prepare the way. Let us worship Holy God. 

 
 
 
 



Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 

    because the LORD has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 

freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the 

prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of 

vengeance of our God, 

to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in 

Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, 

the oil of joy instead of mourning, 

and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD 

for the display of his splendor. They will rebuild the ancient ruins 

and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the 

ruined cities that have been devastated for generations. 

For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing;  

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their 

descendants shall be known among the nations, 

and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall 

acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in 

my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth 

brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it 

to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and 

praise to spring up before all the nations. 
 
 
 
 

Luke: 146-55 
46 And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

    and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 
Psalm 126 
1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like 

those who dream.2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and 

our tongue with shouts of joy; then it was said among the 

nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
3The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. 
4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the 

Negeb. 5May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 
6 Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 

 
  


