
Lighting of the Advent Candle: The Candle of Peace 
We all have dreams, some of the first pitch of opening 
season.  
We dream of a laundry day, where each sock finds its 
mate.  
We dream of family home for the holidays.  
We dream of good books and homemade meals.  
We dream of sunset drives with the windows down.  
These are beautiful dreams, but we also have urgent 
dreams.  
We dream of conversations across party lines.  
We dream of more bridges and less walls.  
We dream of more laughter and less fear.  
We dream of more listening and less tears.  
But most of all, we dream of peace like a river.  
Today we light the candle of peace.  
(The second candle of Peace is lit.) 
May it remind us that there is another way. Amen. 
 
Call to and Prayer of Confession  
Holy God, we wish that peace was something we could 
buy. We wish that peace could be ordered in a 
subscription service, found on a map, downloaded in an 
app, or voted for in a ballot. We wish that peace was as 
easy as a one-time choice when we are feeling our best. 
However, what we have found is that peace involves 
everyday decisions over and over, whether or not we are 
feeling our best. So today we confess together, in front of 
this community of faith, that we need your help in this 
Advent season. Prepare the way for greater peace, and 
teach us all how to be a part of it. Amen. 

Words of Assurance & Grateful Living        Ephesians 5:8-14  
“For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are 

light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of the light is 

found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out 

what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful 

works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is 

shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but 

everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for 

everything that becomes visible is light.” 

Gloria Patri 

God’s Word is Proclaimed 
Scripture Reading:    Mark 1: 1-8 
Sermon:    Rev. Kendra VanHouten 

“Those who Dream … prepare the way” 
 

The Church Responds to God 

Offerings  
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
Benediction 

 
 



Prepare | Mark 1:1-8  
 

My dad built me a changing table. 
For nine months, my mom watched her ankles swell and her belly grow. 
For nine months, my dad would come home from work, kiss her on her 
forehead— Pressing bangs to skin—and tell her she was beautiful. 
Then for nine months, he’d slip into the garage 
To build sawdust sand castles and a dresser out of dreams. 
I imagine she smiled, perched in that rocking chair. 
He was in his woodshop, preparing the way.  
 

Eighteen years later I left for college. 
As I packed my bags, my mom baked blueberry muffins for the road—the 
smell of home. She wrapped them in foil and placed them in a cardboard 
box, 
Willing similar layers of protection to be wrapped around me, her little girl. 
She was preparing the way.  
 

My aunts and uncles bought sweatshirts in my new school colors. 
My dad taught me how to change a tire. 
My mom gave me the earrings I’d been sneaking from her jewelry box for 
the last four years. I hid sticky-note love letters on the kitchen door for 
them to find when they returned home. We were quiet in the car. 
My brother cried. 
We were all preparing the way.  
 

And through these moments, I have come to see, 
That preparation and love can be the same thing. 
For there is something about love that makes us want to prepare. There is 
something about love that compels us to 
Throw open the doors, 
Yell it from the rooftop, 
Set the table, 
Decorate the nursery, 
Leave love notes on the back door, 
Build the changing table, 
Trim the tree, 
Bake muffins for the road, 
And when it’s time,  
If you must, 
Let go.    Preparation and love can be the same thing.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Second Sunday of Advent:  

December 6, 2020 

 

God Gathers the Church 
Gathering Music & Welcome  
Call to Worship 

John the Baptist said, “Prepare the way.” So family of 
faith, how do we prepare our minds for worship?  
We silence the inner critic. We let go of busy 
thoughts. We make space for God to speak.  
How do we prepare our hearts for worship?  
We bless all emotions. We feel what we feel. We 
open ourselves up to be moved.  
How do we prepare our bodies for worship?  
We take in the scent, sight, and feel of this space. 
We breathe in God’s mercy. We exhale God’s love.  
How do we prepare our souls for worship?  
We bring our full selves into this space. We wear 
our hearts on our sleeves. We trust that even now, 
God is here.  
Family of faith, what we practice in worship, we must 
live out in our daily lives. So prepare the way. Let us 
worship Holy God. 



Isaiah 40:1-11 
1Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 
low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a 
plain. 
5 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed and all people shall see 
it together for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of 
the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will 
stand forever. 
9 Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;[a] 
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good 
tidings,[b] lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your 
God!” 
10 See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
1LORD, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of 
Jacob. 
2 You forgave the iniquity of your people; you pardoned all their sin. 
8 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to 
his people, to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.[a] 
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory 
may dwell in our land. 
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace 
will kiss each other. 
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will 
look down from the sky. 
12 The LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his 
steps. 
 
Mark 1:1-8 
1The beginning of the good news[a] of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.[b] 

2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,[c]“See, I am sending my 
messenger ahead of you,[d] who will prepare your way; 
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 
4 John the baptizer appeared[e] in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people 
of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins.  
6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  
7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his 
sandals.  
8 I have baptized you with[f] water; but he will baptize you with[g] the 
Holy Spirit.” 
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