
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
In the beginning, God dreamed of a beautiful world.  
In Egypt, the Israelites dreamed of freedom. 
In the wilderness, the people dreamed of safety. 
In Jerusalem, the people dreamed of a Messiah. 
In Bethlehem, the shepherds and Wise Men dreamed of a 
new beginning. 
Then, several years later, Jesus walked this earth and 
dreams came true. 
      The sick were healed. 
      The poor had food. 
      The forgotten and ignored were seen. 
      The children were welcomed. 
Everyone was invited to the table, and the world has never 
been the same. 
So tonight, we are those who dream. 
Tonight, we dream the same dreams of our ancestors 
before us.  
Tonight, we dream of justice and mercy, of love and 
kindness, of peace and hope. 
Tonight we dream of a God that draws near to us out of 
unfailing love. 
May this candle be a reminder that there will be a day 
when every dream will be fulfilled.  
And until then, we will be those who dream.  
Let us worship Holy God.  
 
 
Call to and Prayer of Confession  
Ever-present God, from time to time we dream radical 
dreams.  

We dream of freedom for the imprisoned, Food for the 
hungry, and equality for all.  
We dream bold, radical dreams, until the world tells us that 
these dreams are impossible.  
And when that happens, we are tempted to tuck our 
dreams into coat pockets and let them collect dust on the 
shelves of our hearts.  Forgive us for giving up so easily.  
 Forgive us for giving up so easily, for on this night we 
remember and celebrate a radical dream— That you 
dwelled among us.  
Give us the courage to dust old dreams off the shelf 
With the confidence that with you, the impossible is 
possible.  
With you, a light always shines in the darkness.  
With you, even an unwed teenage couple and a band of 
shepherds Can bring joy to the world.  
Thanks be to God for a dream like that. Amen.  
 
Words of Assurance and Grateful Living 
Gloria Patri 

God’s Word is Proclaimed 
Scripture Reading:   Luke 2:1-20 
Sermon:    Rev. Kendra VanHouten 

“Tonight … we are those who dream” 
 

The Church Responds to God 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Candlelight and Songs (the music will be pre-recorded and you 

are welcome to listen, hum, sing along at home) 
“Go Tell it On the Mountain”    Kathy and Zach Burns 
Benediction 



A SPECIAL THANK YOU to the following people who helped make 
this special service possible: Jazlina Alcindor, Sharon Amorelli,  
Lynda Anderson, Peter Boyle, Kathy, Zach and Kyla Burns,  
Richard Dunn, Sam Kovaleski, Todd Levinson, Rich and Cathy Maletta, 
Andrea Shaut, Bob Shaut, and Michael, Justin and John Snihur. 

To Carry a Dream | Luke 2:1-20    by Sarah Are 

To carry a dream 
Is to walk at night, 
Or to walk by light, 
But with a pebble in your shoe.  

To carry a dream is to 
Wake at night 
To wake and blink twice, 
In case you see something new.  

To carry a dream 
Is to plant trees in old age, To be a part of a church, That is human 
and frayed.  

To carry a dream is foolish and wild. It’s the faith of a child, 
Wishing on stars.  

But to carry a dream is also hopeful and wise, The faith of our elders, 
Saying God will provide.  

So may we walk 
Until we see the light. 
May the pebble in our shoe Remind us why we fight. 
May they say 
We are foolish and unwise, 
And may we continue to dream; May hope keep us alive.  

*The liturgy, poem written by Sarah Are, and artwork are taken 
from Sanctified Art.com Advent Worship Series 

 

 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
December 24, 2020 

 

The Poinsettias at the front of the Sanctuary you see on the screen are 
in memory and honor of the ones who are listed in the booklet. We 
give thanks to God for each one listed and the families who share 

their loved ones names. 

 

God Gathers the Church 

Gathering Music, Scripture Reading & Welcome  
 
Call to Worship 

This year, we dreamed of world peace.  
We dreamed of deep breaths and restful sleep.  
We dreamed of love that lasts and suffering that passes.  
We dreamed of doors open wide and a cure to disease.  
We dreamed, because to dream is to believe.  
For to dream is to hope; to dream is to see.  
So make room in your being to dream yet again,  
Of a world without fear, and a God that draws near.  
For it is almost Christmas.  
Love is almost here.  
May we dream to see,  
and hope to believe.  
Let us worship Holy God.  
 
Children’s Message  



Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

    on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 

    you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 

    as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 

    and the bar across their shoulders, 

    the rod of their oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

    and all the garments rolled in blood 

    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 

    a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

    and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 

    and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

    He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 
 
 
 

Luke 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. This was the first registration and was 

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 

towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 

this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This 

will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 

and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they 

went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

them. 
    
 


