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Morning Worship ~ November 8, 2020 
 

As you enter the Zoom meeting, you’re invited to enjoy the music playing in the background and visit with one 

another while we wait to begin. If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your 

microphone. As long as you can hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in worship. 

 

Please note that if you are able to join us on video but not print up the liturgy, the liturgy will now be shared on 

the Zoom screen as we worship! 

 

 

*Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly for updates and announcements for the week! 

 

*For prayer requests, joys and concerns please email pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, or you can 

text her on her cell phone. You will also be able to send them in the chat conversation that will be to the right 

of the video screen on Sunday.   

 

Please note: after today’s worship service, the Sanctuary will be closed the entire week. There will be a 

cleaning period on Wednesdays and cleaning and disinfecting on Saturday prior to Sunday’s worship. 

 

*Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly for updates and announcements for the week! 
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Morning Worship ~ November 8, 2020 

God Gathers the Church 

GATHERING AND WELCOME       
 
CALL TO WORSHIP           

Gather in sacred and solemn assembly; 
Break out in loud and joyous celebration. 
 God is not pleased with empty rituals; 
 our songs of praise must be genuine. 
Hear God’s word of invitation; 
Listen also to God’s word of judgment. 
 Worship prepares us for deeds of mercy; 
 God calls us to work for justice for all. 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
And pay your vows to the Most High. 
 In gratitude for the earth’s abundance, we come; 

in thanks for the privilege of sharing, we give.  
         

CALL TO AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION         
Before you light, O God, we become aware of the shadows in which we live. In the midst of 
your abundant gifts, we sense the poverty of our response. Daring to identify with the plight 
of sisters and brothers who hunger and mourn and suffer oppression, we realize how little 
we have done to ease their pain. Forgive us, God, for focusing on our narrow concerns and 
complaints. Open us to sacrifices of thanksgiving. Amen.  
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING                 Matthew 22: 37-40 
He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and 

the prophets.” 
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God’s Word Is Proclaimed 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE FOR TODAY: Matthew 25:1-13 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 

bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they 

took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, 

all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 

bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.  The 

foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, 

‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 

yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went 

with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, 

saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake 

therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                      Rev. Kendra VanHouten    

The Church Responds to God 

THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE WITH OUR GIFTS: While the social distancing makes it a 

challenge to worship in person, and serve alongside one another, ministry is still happening. We ask 

that you consider either mailing in your offering contribution or sending it online through our secure 

website: https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/, and click on the support us page. Your offering 

supports the work and ministry of the church as we continue to seek for ways in which we can love 

our neighbor, with no exceptions, even from a distance.   

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*        

 
BENEDICTION  

https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/
https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/?page_id=212

