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Morning Worship ~ November 1, 2020 
 

As you enter the Zoom meeting, you’re invited to enjoy the music playing in the background and visit with one 

another while we wait to begin. If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your 

microphone. As long as you can hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in worship. 

 

Please note that if you are able to join us on video but not print up the liturgy, the liturgy will now be shared on 

the Zoom screen as we worship! 

 

As we come together for worship on Sunday, we will once again gather around the Table for communion in a 

socially distant and safe way, in hopes that this will continue to allow us to feel connected as we share in this 

means of grace together. You are invited to have a cracker or small piece of bread and a small cup of juice or 

water with you.  After the sermon, I will lead us through the communion liturgy, speak the words of 

institution and we will share in a meal together. It is in the sacrament of Communion, in which we believe that 

the bread and cup are signs and symbols of the work God has already accomplished, and we will come 

together to remember this gracious gift of love.  

 

*Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly for updates and announcements for the week! 

 

*For prayer requests, joys and concerns please email pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, or you can 

text her on her cell phone. You will also be able to send them in the chat conversation that will be to the right 

of the video screen on Sunday.   

 

Please note: after today’s worship service, the Sanctuary will be closed the entire week. There will be a 

cleaning period on Wednesdays and cleaning and disinfecting on Saturday prior to Sunday’s worship. 

 

*Be sure to check the Fair Street Weekly for updates and announcements for the week! 
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Morning Worship ~ November 1, 2020 

God Gathers the Church 

GATHERING AND WELCOME       
 
CALL TO WORSHIP           
Blessed be God, who restores and nourishes us. 
Surely it is God who grants us rest and food. 
 We have been claimed by God’s love; 
 Christ welcomes us as next of kin. 
Come away from self-serving pretense; 
Let not honors or fame be your motive. 
 We are assured by Christ’s teaching; 

we are encouraged to lead worthy lives. 
Gather in confidence and hope to receive God’s word; 
Worship with thanksgiving and praise. 

God’s word is at work in us day by day; 
God’s revelation is available to us here and now. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
         

CALL TO AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION         
Humble us, O God, when our pretense gets in the way of right relations with you and with 
other people. Lift us up when we belittle ourselves and fail to live as your children. We 
confess our fascination with pastimes that have no substance and pursuits that have no 
merit. We seek honors and recognition more than faithfulness to your word. We need your 
forgiveness. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING                 Matthew 22: 37-40 
He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and 

the prophets.” 
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God’s Word Is Proclaimed 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE FOR TODAY: Matthew 23:1-12 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ 

seat; therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not 

practice what they teach. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of 

others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them. They do all their deeds to be 

seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. They love to have the 

place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, and to be greeted with respect in 

the marketplaces, and to have people call them rabbi. But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have 

one teacher, and you are all students. And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father—

the one in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah. The 

greatest among you will be your servant. All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who 

humble themselves will be exalted. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                      Rev. Kendra VanHouten    

The Church Responds to God 

SHARING IN COMMUNION TOGETHER 

THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE WITH OUR GIFTS: While the social distancing makes it a 

challenge to worship in person, and serve alongside one another, ministry is still happening. We ask 

that you consider either mailing in your offering contribution or sending it online through our secure 

website: https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/, and click on the support us page. Your offering 

supports the work and ministry of the church as we continue to seek for ways in which we can love 

our neighbor, with no exceptions, even from a distance.   

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*        

 
BENEDICTION  

https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/
https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/?page_id=212

