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Morning Worship ~ May 3, 2020 
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 

 
 

As you enter the Zoom meeting, you’re invited to enjoy the music playing in the background and visit with one 
another while we wait to begin. If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your 

microphone. As long as you can hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in worship. 

 

Please note that if you are able to join us on video but not print up the liturgy, the liturgy will now be shared on 
the Zoom screen as we worship! 

 

 

*For prayer requests, joys and concerns please email pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, or you can 
text her on her cell phone. You will also be able to send them in the chat conversation that will be to the right 
of the video screen on Sunday.   

  

  

PLEASE NOTE THAT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK ALONG WITH WEEKLY ZOOM GATHERING 
OPPORTUNITIES AND INSTRUCTIONS ARE POSTED ON THE WEBSITE MEDIA PAGE AND WILL ALSO BE EMAILED 

OUT ON MONDAY. 

 

As we come together for worship on Sunday, we will once again gather around the Table for 
communion in a socially distant and safe way, in hopes that this will continue to allow us to 
feel connected as we share in this means of grace together. You are invited to have a cracker 
or small piece of bread and a small cup of juice or water with you.  After the sermon, I will 
lead us through the communion liturgy, speak the words of institution and we will share in a 
meal together. It is in the sacrament of Communion, in which we believe that the bread and 
cup are signs and symbols of the work God has already accomplished, and we will come 
together to remember this gracious gift of love.  
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Morning Worship ~ May 3, 2020 
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 

 
God Gathers the Church 

 
GATHERING AND WELCOME                  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP           

The Lord leads us into the stillness of green pastures. 

      God restores my soul. 

      Though we walk in darkness, we fear nothing. 

      God restores my soul. 

      Surely goodness and mercy will follow us forever. 

      God restores my soul. 

      

CALL TO CONFESSION           

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Lord of life, though you have made all things new, we still cling to the old. Forgive us 
when we doubt your presence, resist your call, and lose heart in the face of 
challenges. Remind us that you are bigger than our problems, our petty concerns, and 
foolish preoccupations, and restore us with your all-consuming love. Amen. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING                    Ephesians 4:32-5:2 

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you. be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of 
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God. 
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God’s Word Is Proclaimed 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY            Acts 2:42-47  

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done 
by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as 
they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day 
by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.” 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

SERMON:                               Rev. Kendra VanHouten    

The Church Responds to God 
 

THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE 

OFFERING: While the social distancing makes it a challenge to worship in person, and serve 
alongside one another, ministry is still happening. We ask that you consider either mailing in 
your offering contribution or setting it on online on our secure website: 
https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/, and click on the support us page. Your offering 
supports the work and ministry of the church as we continue to seek for ways in which we can 
love our neighbor, with no exceptions, even from a distance.   

 

SHARING IN COMMUNION TOGETHER You are invited to have a small cracker or piece of bread and cup 
of juice or water in front of you.  

Why do we give thanks and praise before this table?  

We give thanks for God’s work of creation, liberation, and salvation.  

It is indeed right, our duty and delight, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to you, O holy Lord, eternal God. You created the heavens and the earth and all that is in 
them; you made us in your own image; and in countless ways you show us your mercy. 
Therefore, with choirs of angels and the whole company of heaven, we worship and adore 
your glorious name, joining our voices in their unending praise:  
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest.  
All glory and blessing are yours, O holy God, for in your mercy you gave your only Son, Jesus 
Christ. He took our human nature and suffered death on the cross for our redemption. There 
he made a perfect sacrifice for the sins for the whole world. We praise you that before he 
suffered and died, our Savior gave us this holy sacrament and commanded us to continue it 
until he comes again.  

Why do we eat bread at this table?  

On the night before he died, Jesus took bread. After giving thanks, he broke it and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Why do we drink from the cup at this table?  

The same night Jesus took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

What do we remember at this table?  

We remember God’s gracious love for us, Christ’s death and resurrection for us, and the 
Spirit’s tender care for us. Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Dying, you destroyed our death; rising, you restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory.  

Merciful God, pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine, that in eating and 
drinking we may be made one with Christ and one another.  Amen.  

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, now and forever.  Amen. 

Words of Institution  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*        
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION  


