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Morning Worship ~ May 24, 2020 
 
 

As you enter the Zoom meeting, you’re invited to enjoy the music playing in the background and visit with one 

another while we wait to begin. If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your 

microphone. As long as you can hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in worship. 

 

Please note that if you are able to join us on video but not print up the liturgy, the liturgy will now be shared on 

the Zoom screen as we worship! 

 

Worship on Zoom Continues: While it was announced this week that gatherings for worship of 10 or less are 
now allowed in the State of NY. The Elders and Safe Church Ministry Team wanted to send a brief update on 
how we’re responding to this announcement. With 46% of the Fair Street Community in the vulnerable, at-risk 
population when it comes to COVID19, and because there are still many unknowns, the Elders and Safe Church 
Team have agreed that it is in the best and safest interest of everyone to continue worshipping together on 
Zoom. We will plan to do this until we feel it is safer for the Fair Street Community to gather in person. This will 
also allow us time to prepare the Sanctuary space for when we are able to gather in person once again. 

 

 

*For prayer requests, joys and concerns please email pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, or you can 

text her on her cell phone. You will also be able to send them in the chat conversation that will be to the right 

of the video screen on Sunday.   

  

  

PLEASE NOTE THAT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK ALONG WITH WEEKLY ZOOM GATHERING 

OPPORTUNITIES AND INSTRUCTIONS ARE POSTED ON THE WEBSITE MEDIA PAGE AND WILL ALSO BE EMAILED 

OUT ON MONDAY. 
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Morning Worship ~ May 24, 2020 
 

God Gathers the Church 

 
GATHERING AND WELCOME                  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP          Todd Levinson 

        

           We do not know the days and times, 

           The hours and years of God’s own ways. 

          But we are given power from above: 

          The Holy Spirit, here among us! 

We are witnesses to Christ, 

            In this place and everywhere on earth. 

      

CALL TO CONFESSION          Cheryl Williams 

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Lord of life, though you have made all things new, we still cling to the old. Forgive us 

when we doubt your presence, resist your call, and lose heart in the face of 

challenges. Remind us that you are bigger than our problems, our petty concerns, and 

foolish preoccupations, and restore us with your all-consuming love. Amen. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING                    Ephesians 4:32-5:2 

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 

forgave you. be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of 

love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 

sacrifice to God. 
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God’s Word Is Proclaimed 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE FOR TODAY:  Acts 1:1-14        Kate Aberle 

“In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 

Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive 

to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 

the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 

wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for 

John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now.” 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore 

the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 

Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 

of the earth.” 

When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 

their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in 

white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 

heaven? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heave, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven.” Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 

which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they 

went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 

Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, 

and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 

with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.” 

 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

SERMON:                               Rev. Kendra VanHouten    
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The Church Responds to God 

 

THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE 

OFFERING: While the social distancing makes it a challenge to worship in person, and serve 

alongside one another, ministry is still happening. We ask that you consider either mailing in 

your offering contribution or setting it on online on our secure website: 

https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/, and click on the support us page. Your offering 

supports the work and ministry of the church as we continue to seek for ways in which we can 

love our neighbor, with no exceptions, even from a distance.   

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*        

 
Glory of God, Hear our Prayer 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION  

https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/
https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/?page_id=212

