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Morning Worship ~ April 26, 2020 
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 

 
 

As you enter the Zoom meeting, you’re invited to enjoy the music playing in the background and visit with one 
another while we wait to begin. If you join us after 10am, please enter the room quietly and mute your 

microphone. As long as you can hear Pastor Kendra, you will be able to participate in worship. 

 

Please note that if you are able to join us on video but not print up the liturgy, the liturgy will now be shared on 
the Zoom screen as we worship! 

 

 

*For prayer requests, joys and concerns please email pastorkendra1@gmail.com by Saturday night, or you can 
text her on her cell phone. You will also be able to send them in the chat conversation that will be to the right 
of the video screen on Sunday.   

  

  

PLEASE NOTE THAT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK ALONG WITH WEEKLY ZOOM GATHERING 
OPPORTUNITIES AND INSTRUCTIONS ARE POSTED ON THE WEBSITE MEDIA PAGE AND WILL ALSO BE EMAILED 

OUT ON MONDAY. 
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Morning Worship ~ April 26, 2020 
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 

 
God Gathers the Church 

 
GATHERING AND WELCOME                  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP          Sharon Amorelli 

Holy Risen One, we gather this day and we come as we are:  

questioning, wondering, hoping.  

Accept all we bring before you today.  

Accept our worship we pray.  

The Risen One has come alongside us on our journey from the empty tomb! 

He speaks to us with love and encouragement the word that frees us from our 
sorrows. 

Let us celebrate the promise of life, for Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

      

CALL TO CONFESSION          John Lobbes 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Creator and loving God, each of us has our own story to tell, our own journey through life. 
We come to you now in prayer, knowing that you know us, that you have been with us on that 
journey. This is an awesome truth and brings great comfort at the same time.  

Jesus, your story is our story. Your journey through life, death and resurrection is our 
journey. Knowing that we share this and have the promise of everlasting life is mind 
boggling and reassuring at the same time.  

Holy Spirit, companion on the way, as we journey on through life we have you with us and in 
us. Knowing that we are never out of your grasp that you never leave us is terrifying and 
inspiring at the same time.  (cont on next page) 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION (cont) 

Three in one God, we know that we never get it all right. We wander off from time to time 
forgetting that you are keeping watch.  

For those times when we have ignored your presence, tried to run away even, forgive us. 
For those times when we have forgotten your eternal promise, forgive us. 
For those times when we have not listened to that small voice within, forgive us.  

We come today seeking your reassurance and companionship once more. Amen, Amen.  

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

GUIDE FOR GRATEFUL LIVING         Ephesians 4:32-5:2 

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you. be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of 
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God. 

              

God’s Word Is Proclaimed 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURES FOR TODAY        Read by Todd Levinson        Luke 24:13-35  

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And 
he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking 
sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who 
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They 
replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all 
the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified 
him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day 
since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb 
early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had 
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb 
and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish 
you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the 
Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 
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As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they 
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he 
went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave 
it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said 
to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 
opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the 
eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 
appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to 
them in the breaking of the bread. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

SERMON:  “The Masked Messiah”                   Rev. Kendra VanHouten    

 

The Church Responds to God 
THE SHARING OF THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE 

OFFERING: While the social distancing makes it a challenge to worship in person, and serve 
alongside one another, ministry is still happening. We ask that you consider either mailing in 
your offering contribution or setting it on online on our secure website: 
https://fairstreetreformedchurch.org/, and click on the support us page.  Your offering 
supports the work and ministry of the church as we continue to seek for ways in which we can 
love our neighbor, with no exceptions, even from a distance.   

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN                                                                
AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)*        
    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION  
 


