
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fair Street Reformed Church ~ April 9, 2020 
 
 
Gathering and welcome 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Opening Prayer of Confession 
 
God, we lay you down, and you rise again. 
We pack you up, but you don’t stay within. 
We walk away, and you trail our heels. 
We lock up our hearts, try to force you to steal.  
We put you in our pockets, but you radiate peace.  
We bury our hearts, but you continue to beat. 
We hold our breath, but you make us breathe.  
We try to sleep, but you find our dreams.  
We deny your name, and still you’re there. 
We paid them in silver, and still you care. 
We turn our backs, but you don’t go anywhere. 
We throw stones, and you whisper a prayer.  
God, we have pushed you out in every way, 
again and again, countless times per day. 
And you still say our names like lines from a love song,  
refusing to deny that we belong.  
So forgive us, we pray, 
because tomorrow will be the same. 
We will lay you down, and you will rise again.  
We will pack you up; please don’t stay within.  
Amen. 



Scripture Reading: John 13:1-20 
 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end. 2 The devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that 
the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and 
was going to God, 4 got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 
around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6 He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?” 7 Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, 
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “One who 
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And 
you are clean, though not all of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; for 
this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”    12 After he had washed their feet, 
had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know 
what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for 
that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you also 
should do as I have done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater 
than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17 If 
you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 18 I am not speaking of all 
of you; I know whom I have chosen. But it is to fulfill the scripture, ‘The one who 
ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I tell you this now, before it occurs, 
so that when it does occur, you may believe that I am he. 20 Very truly, I tell you, 
whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and whoever receives me 
receives him who sent me.” 
 

Reflection  
 

Listen again …  
 

Prayer 
 

Reading of Psalm 22 
 

Blessing 


